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Join us as we kickoff the fall minis-

try season with a potluck barbecue 

a�er worship on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13. The United Methodist Men 

have generously offered to take 

care of the grilling – bring your fa-

vorite salads, side dishes, or des-

serts to share as we celebrate the 

new season. See signup in Fellow-

ship Hall. 

good 
Quarterly newsle�er of the First United Methodist Church of Blairstown 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not 

dismayed, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my righteous right 

hand.” Isaiah 41:10 ESV 

This summer, I rediscovered a 

joy in my life.  For most of my 

life, I have loved ge)ng out on 

my bicycle and exploring trails 

and back roads in the country-

side.  Unfortunately, as life has 

go+en busier, and my body has 

go+en a bit older, my bike has 

spent more and more ,me in 

the garage.  

A�er receiving the results of a 

recent physical, I knew it was 

,me to get more ac,ve, and so 

I decided to dust my bike off 

and hit the road! As you can 

imagine, it was in,mida,ng to 

get out for my first ride – espe-

cially with all of the hills in 

and around Blairstown! 

Was this s,ll going to be 

fun?  Could I make it over 

these hills?  But one morn-

ing, I finally made the deci-

sion to hit the road.  Morn-

ing a�er morning, I would 

wake up and set out in the 

coolness of the new day, 

knowing I was doing some-

thing I enjoyed that was 

good for my health. One 

morning as I was riding 

along, I came to a par,cu-

larly challenging hill, and I 

caught my mind filling with 



From the pastor (cont’d) >>> 

nega,ve messages. “I don’t like hills.” “I just want to get past this hill and enjoy the downhill.” “Maybe I can 

just power through this quickly and get it over with.”  But then I caught myself – why am I thinking this way? 

I can’t make the hill go away, and there will always be hills. 

 

As I caught myself, I reflected on the connec,on between how I think about hills and how I think about chal-

lenging ,mes in my life.  Like most people, I love coas,ng downhill and enjoying the breeze in my face, and 

even find joy in the mundane pedaling of riding across the flat sec,ons, but when it comes to uphill climbs, I 

just want them to be over with. 

A�er thinking about this, I decided it was ,me to have a new rela,onship with challenging climbs. Rather 

than trying to power through them and just get them over with, I would be much be+er served to downshi� 

to a slower gear, take one pedal at a ,me, and trust that I would get through them, just as I always have. 

 

Our lives are filled with uphill climbs, mundane ordinary days, and, thankfully, ,mes when we are able to re-

lax and coast.  As much as we may wish that God would take the challenging days away from us, they will 

always come. Rather than being frustrated by them and wishing them away, perhaps it’s ,me for us to re-

frame them and start a new rela,onship with them.  

 

Jesus promises to be with us each and every day of our lives: the easy days, the mundane days, and even the 

hard days. Unfortunately, our tendency is to push Christ to the sidelines in the easy and mundane ,mes, and 

cry out to him in despera,on when ,mes get tough. When we do this, we can feel awkward talking to Jesus, 

and unable to truly depend on him to be there for us.  

 

Rather than wai,ng for a crisis or par,cularly challenging ,me to call on Christ, we would be much be+er 

served to deepen our faith and build our rela,onship with Jesus on a regular basis. This way, when life’s up-

hill climbs come our way, we can be filled with God’s assurance that we will get through them one step at a 

,me. All we need to do is be willing to downshi�, slow down, take life one day at a ,me, and know with all 

certainty that Christ is with us, and he will lead us through this challenge, just like he always does.  

 

There are many ways to build and strengthen our faith on a regular basis. Prayer is a great place to start – 

just having a conversa,on with Christ on a regular basis. Regular Bible Study is important as well – learning 

about Jesus’ love for you, how we are called to live, and how much God wants to be in rela,onship with you.  

Finally, being a part of a small group that studies together, prays for one another, and shares their uphill 

climbs and downhill joys can be transforma,onal. 

 

Like all journeys, your journey of faith starts with a simple decision – today is going to be the start of some-

thing new; today I’m going to respond to God’s grace and live differently. Don’t let your doubts and ques-

,ons keep you stuck where you are. Take the first step and discover the joy of faithful living. 

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Dave 



Our food pantry con,nues to Our food pantry con,nues to be an im-

portant ministry for families in our area in need of nutri,onal support.  

In the month of July, we served 18 families and in August 26 families. 

Food received: peaches from Race Farms, vegetables from Joe Caris,, 

an assortment of fresh vegetables from an anonymous donor, and hot 

dogs, hamburger pa)es, rolls and boxes of snack foods from Blairstown 

Township. 

We are in need of paper products, brownie and cake mixes, as well as 

strong volunteers to carry the food to our client cars.  The food pantry is 

open on the first Saturday of the month from 9:30-11:30, with a free 

community breakfast provided from 8-9:30. Contact Claire Smith to 

learn , rolls and boxes of snack how you can get involved.  

Food Pantry 

What Happens to God’s Love? 

“If you see some brother or sis-

ter in need and have the means 

to do something about it but 

turn a cold shoulder and do 

nothing, what happens to God’s 

love? It disappears…. My dear 

children, let’s not just talk about 

love; let’s prac,ce real love. This 

is the only way we’ll know we’re 

living truly, living in God’s reali-

ty.” (1 John 3:17-19, The Mes-

sage) 

What an incredible week we had this summer!  From 

August 17-21, nearly 38 children and 24 volunteers 

learned about God’s incredible, faithful, invincible, un-

condi,onal, and real love for each and every one of us 

at our Bible Blast to the Past Vaca,on Bible School 

(VBS).    Our VBS was a joint effort with the Walnut 

Valley and Knowlton UMCs.  During the week, children 

ages 3-11 transported back in ,me to learn about 

how Moses, Rahab, David, Jesus, and Peter expe-

rienced and shared God’s love.  Each day, they 

sang, danced, heard stories, did cra�s and ac,vi-

,es, and learned how each of us can Do Love, Be 

Love, and Share Love each and every day of their 

lives.  We hope you’ll join us for next year’s ex-

ci,ng adventure at VBS as we share God’s love 

and reach out to our community’s children and 

families! 

Vaca"on Bible School– Bible Blast to the Past! 



Making	Sense	of	the	Bible	–	a	six	week	

study	from	September	16	–	October	21	

In response to many requests for a study that helps 

you understand and use your Bibles, we’re pleased 

to offer a study on Adam Hamilton’s book, “Making 

sense of the Bible.” 

“In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam Hamilton in-

vites us into an honest conversa,on about the Bi-

ble. The book begins with founda,onal ques,ons 

such as, How and when was the Bible wri+en? Who 

decided which books made it into the scriptures 

and why? How literally must we read it? And, Is the 

Bible ever wrong?   From there, Hamilton considers 

the real ques,ons people frequently ask that con-

,nue to divide Chris,ans and denomina,ons alike, 

including:  

• Were Adam and Eve real people?  

• Why is God so violent in the Old Testament?  

• Why would Paul command women to "keep silent 

in the church"?  

• Is Jesus the only way to salva,on? 

• Is the Book of Revela,on a guide to the End 

Times? 

 

 

In approachable and invi,ng language, Hamilton 

addresses these o�en misunderstood biblical 

themes leading readers to a deeper apprecia,on of 

the Bible so that we might hear God speak through 

it and find its words to be life-changing and life-

giving.” 

Fall Adult Chris"an Educa"on 

We’re excited to announce two new adult stud-

ies for this fall co-led by Pastor Dave and Jean 

Charles on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  All 

are invited and encouraged to join the discus-

Change the World: Recovering the Message 

and Mission of Jesus– a six-week study from 

November 4 – December 18 

“Clearly, something is not working. Despite the 

church’s place of prominence in American culture 

and the ubiquity of the church in every American 

town, misconcep,ons about the faith of Jesus Christ 

run rampant today. Chris,ans are known more for 

exclusivity than for love, more for pot lucks than for 

solving world hunger. 

It’s ,me for churches to get over the cruise-ship 

mentality of being a program-provider, and recon-

nect with the true message and mission of Jesus: to 

bring good news to the poor, release to the cap-

,ves, and freedom to the oppressed. The church is 

called to be a mission outpost, living out Christ’s 

ideals in today’s world.” 



Our group of six 

women has been 

very busy the last few 

months. In June we 

had a pas,e sale with 

a profit of $330; in 

July a memorial din-

ner for Michael  Hall's 

brother, and a yard sale; and in August we had 

fun and went out to lunch at Bea McNally's in 

Hacke+stown.  

The yard sale ne+ed a profit of $1,523.95! This 

sale was our largest and we made the most 

money of all sales. Thanks needs to go out for 

the adver,sing, signs, tables, dona,ons and to 

all the people who set up the sale and worked 

the three days. Also Claire’s neighbor came 

with food for our lunches. The UMW can't 

thank you enough for suppor,ng our group.  

 

In September there will be a pas,e sale on the 

18th, and on the 20th we will be hos,ng the 

Skyland's District UM Women Leadership Team 

mee,ng at 2 p.m.  

In October the Skyland’s District United Meth-

odist Women’s annual mee,ng and commun-

ion brunch will be held at our church. Rev. Jack 

Johnson will be presen,ng the program ,tled 

‘Locked up, Locked out, Locked away”.  The 

mee,ng will be Saturday, October 10th at 

11:00 am to 2:00 pm with a luncheon being 

served. 

United Methodist  

Men 

The United Methodist Men will be hos,ng a barbe-

cue and campfire in October – keep an eye on our 

weekly updates for the scheduled date and ,me.  

In addi,on, the UMM have established a new 

checking account, and look forward to raising mon-

ey to support their ministry of “invi,ng and ini,-

a,ng spiritual growth opportuni,es for all men in 

the church.”  If you would like to learn more about 

our UMM ministry, contact Bill Willix. 

The UM Women will hold two Pas-e sales on Sept. 18 and Dec 4.  The cost is $5.50 each and come 

with onions or without.  The deadline for ordering will be Sept 13 and Nov 29 and there will be a 

sign up sheet in the fellowship hall. Pick up will be from 4-6 on the following Friday in Fellowship 

Hall. 

J.O.Y. Ministry  Our J.O.Y. ministry 

con,nues their work of reaching out to those in need 

in our community, our na,on, and our world.  They re-

cently made up 10 baskets filled with many goodies for 

guest families at the Haven of Hope for Kids in Hope, 

NJ, and sponsored a barbecue on Saturday, August 22.  

Haven of Hope for Kids provides cost-free retreats for 

families with children facing life-threatening illnesses.  

For more informa,on on how you can get involved 

with our J.O.Y. ministry, contact Barbara Celentano or 

Geryl Deluca. 



Thanking Chris"e for her Ministry 
On August 23, we said farewell to our 

music director, Chris,e Mazurkiewicz.  

Chris,e joined our Church Family about 

10 years ago, fresh out of college. She had 

some pre+y big shoes to fill, and did just 

that with grace and u,lizing the gi� of 

music God blessed her with! 

Chris,e lead our Choir, and then volun-

teered to assist with our fledgling Praise 

Band, and became their Director. It was 

at that ,me we found out just how versa-

,le a musician she really is! She plays a 

mean saxophone and trumpet as well as 

our Church organ and piano! She made 

herself available to our Church families 

for the most joyous of occasions and 

those occasions that we had to say "good-

bye" to a loved one. 

The FUMC family has also seen Chris,e 

through some happy and sad ,mes as 

well. She married Chris Mazurkiewicz 

quite soon a�er she joined us. 

We loved and comforted her 

when she lost her beloved horses 

and the family dog, a beau,ful 

Shel,e named Frankie. Most im-

portantly, though, we were with 

her from the ,me she made that 

"special announcement", un,l 

the ,me that beau,ful blessing, 

her son Reid, arrived! 

Chris,e, we are so sad to see you 

go, but new challenges await 

you! God lead you to us, and now 

He leads you to bless others with 

your beau,ful music. Your school 

and students and very fortunate 

to have you! Thank you for your 

music ministry! Please know just 

how much that smiling face will 

be missed!! 

Stephen Ministers: The A0er People 

People o�en ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the 

A�er People. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

. . . a�er the phone call you hoped you’d never get. 

. . . a�er the divorce papers are served and the bo+om falls out of your life. 

. . . a�er the funeral, when everyone has le� and the emo,ons you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 

. . . a�er the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

. . . a�er the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.” 

. . . a�er the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty. 

. . . a�er the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 

. . . a�er the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible. 

. . . a�er you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 

. . . a�er your family and friends have heard your story one too many ,mes, but you s,ll need to talk it out. 

Stephen Ministers are the “A�er People.” They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, 

coworkers, or rela,ves—and provide comfort and support for as long a�er as needed. If you or someone you 

know could benefit from a Stephen Minister, contact Pastor Dave. All informa,on will be kept confiden,al. 



Youth Group 
“Point young people in the right direc,on - when they're old they 

 won't be lost.”    - Proverbs 22:6 (The Message) 

Our joint youth group has an exci,ng lineup of ac,vi,es and events scheduled for this fall! Our biggest event is 

the upcoming IGNITE Youth Conference in Wildwood from October 2-4.  Ignite is “a movement born out of a true 

desire to see young people find their faith in God and there, their place in the world to live it out.” Last year, 80 

pastors came to IGNITE with 700 young people to experience the power of our awesome God. More than 50 per-

cent of the youth that a+ended made a first ,me commitment to Christ. Another 25 percent rededicated their 

lives to God. Thus far, we have 14 people signed up to go this year. If your youth would s,ll like to join us, please 

contact Pastor Dave no later than September 26. 

In addi,on, the following events are scheduled: 

To help fund the $100 cost per a+endee for the trip, the youth will hold a car wash at 

the Blairstown UMC on Sunday, Sept 13 – only $8 per car! 

Sunday, Sept 27 – mee,ng at Knowlton UMC to prepare for IGNITE 

Saturday, October 24 – corn maze ou,ng in Newton 

Sunday, Nov 8 – mee,ng at Blairstown UMC 

Sunday, Nov 22 – mission ac,vity TBD 

Youth group is led by Pastor Dave and Corrine Simmons, and is open to youth in grades 6-12.  Contact Pastor 

Dave to learn more! 

Worship Volunteers Needed! 

WE NEED YOU!!!!!! Summer is over, fall is here, and it is ,me to start thinking about becoming one of our 

Worship Volunteers for Sunday mornings. We are always looking to add to our numbers. This could be your 

chance to dip your toes into the water and serve.  

If you ever thought of serving as a Lay Reader, Usher, Greeter or sharing your faith and experiences by giving 

the Children's Message, we would love to have you be part of our Sunday Worship. 

Please let me or Pastor Dave know if you are interested. Joanna Stoner 

Music Leader Job Opening 

The First United Methodist Church of Blairstown is seeking a gi�ed part-,me music leader and keyboardist 

who is passionate about the ministry of the church, and wants to draw people deeper into the Divine pres-

ence through engaging and spirit filled contemporary and tradi,onal Chris,an music.  Interested candidates 

should submit a cover le+er, resume, and references to Barbara Celentano, Staff Parish Rela,ons Chairper-

son.  Items may be sent by email to firstumcblairstown@gmail.com, or by mail to First UMC of Blairstown, 

10 S,llwater Road, Blairstown, NJ 07825. 



Church	Council	Update	
Our Church Council was blessed with a great turnout at our last mee,ng on August 11

th
.  It was great to see eve-

ryone’s shining faces and engage in holy conferencing.  During our mee,ng, the following items were discussed 

and decided on: 

• Our administra,ve commi+ees will be reduced from 9 to 6 people over the next three years to allow more 

,me in people’s schedules.  The Book of Discipline s,pulates that these commi+ees (Trustees, SPRC, and 

Nomina,ons) have anywhere between 5 and 9 people that serve on a three year cycle.  By reducing the num-

ber of people, we are able to free up more people’s ,me to serve God in other ways. 

• The UM Women and 1
st

 Responders are working with the Boy Scouts to purchase a public access defibrillator.  

By having a defibrillator on site, we will be able to provide life saving treatment while first responders are en 

route.  Lorrie Schoemer has offered to provide free training provided once the unit is installed. 

• The church leaders and Pastor Dave will be entering a new ministry planning process with our Skylands Dis-

trict Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Steven Bechtold, to map out a strategic plan for our ministry over the next 3-5 

years. This process will involve input from our church members as well as our community, and help us to seek 

where God is leading us in ministry and help our church move forward as one in ministry in Christ. 

Church Council mee"ngs are open to all members and friends of the church.  The council works with Pastor Dave 

to plan and implement the ministries and missions of the church, and envision, plan, and evaluate our church’s 

mission and ministry in our community.  Our next mee"ng will be at 7:00 on No-

vember 10 – we hope to see you there! 
 

Trustees	Update	
Our Trustees are con,nuing to ensure that our church’s ministry has the re-

sources it needs to be in ministry to our community.  Over the past three 

months, they have been a+ending to many needed maintenance items, as well 

as ge)ng es,mates for new projects: 

• We will be installing a new electric water heater, which will save our church approximately $900/yr at the cur-

rent oil/electric prices.  Since the church was built, our hot water has been generated through our boiler, 

which is also used to heat the church.  While this makes perfect sense in the winter, it also means that we 

have to keep our boiler heated in the summer months.  By installing a separate hot water heater, we are able 

to shut our boiler down when we’re not hea,ng the building and save 2-3 gallons of oil per day! 

• The roof has been treated to remove the moss growth, which will extend the life of our shingles.  This ac,on 

was required by our insurance company, because the moss not only accelerates the decay of the shingles, but 

also increases the poten,al for mold and mildew.  We an,cipate this treatment will last us 3-5 years. 

• We are receiving es,mates to install a por,co over the rear entrance to the church. One ini,al es,mate came 

in at $8,000.  The por,co will not only protect people during inclement weather, but it will also protect the 

back door from damage from the ice and snow during the winter. 

• Es,mates are being gathered to replace the kitchen stove with two electric ranges with convec,on ovens.  

This will not only upgrade our cooking abili,es and eliminate the propane smell each ,me we light the oven, 

but it will also remove the need for a propane tank in the rear of our building. 

• Jean & Tom Charles will be working on a new medita,on path in the woods behind the church.  This property 

beau,ful space belongs to our church, and has remained untapped.  The vision is to provide different medita-

,on exercises for people as they walk through God’s crea,on. 

• We received an es,mate of $12,000 to replace the windows along the southwest side of the building facing 

the courtyard.  This includes the two rooms across from the office, as well as the women’s bathroom and coat 

room.  The women’s room window would be replaced with two awning windows to improve privacy. 

 



Finance	Update	
YTD through the beginning of August, our church has received $89k in income (vs budget of $96K) and paid 

out $92k in expenses.  We currently owe $14k to the conference for billables and shared ministries.  We en-

courage everyone to please keep current with your pledges.  God has been generous with us all, and counts 

on us to share that generosity with others through the ministries of the church. 

Fall	Church	Conference	

As we approach autumn, we also enter the church 

conference season in our denomina,on.  The 

church conference is the official legisla,ve body of 

the church.  Each year, we gather as the body to re-

ceive reports, approve salaries, and set our direc-

,on for the coming year.   

This year, we will be par,cipa,ng in a new format.  

Our church will host a cluster Church Conference for 

10 churches that will include worship, informa,ve 

presenta,ons, and our church’s Conference on Sat, 

October 17 from 9-1.  Refreshments will be provid-

ed - all are invited and encouraged to a+end. 

District	UMW	Meeting	

Our church’s United Methodist 

Women will be hos,ng the Skyland 

District’s annual UM Women 

mee,ng and communion lunch on 

Saturday, October 10 from 11-2. All 

are invited. The guest speaker, Rev. 

Jack Johnson, will give a presenta-

,on ,tled: Locked up, Locked out, 

Locked away.  

By	Prearrangement	with	Myself	

How do you find ,me for Bible Study? One young professional woman answered, “By prearrangement with 

myself. I manage to do other things on ,me – go to the gym, take children to school and to soccer prac,ce, 

eat, work. I look at my Bible study as a support group, a regular appointment with God’s grace. I make it a 

priority, as if keeping an appointment with Jesus.” – excerpt from “Five Prac,ces of Frui\ul Living” by Robert 

Schnase. 

September 

Birthdays 

9 David Arvary 

14 Barbara Dwiggins 

18 Gary Arvary 

20 Ann Marie Willix 

26 Claire Smith 

Anniversaries 

25 Barbara & David Dwiggins 

26 Michelle & Steve Peterson 

Mark Your Calendars……….. 

October 

Birthdays 

1 Marge Finke 

2 Emily Arvary 

16 Michael Chambarry 

18 Pam Conklin 

Joanna Stoner 

19 Leesha Torppey 

20 Fred Cook 

22 Jean Charles 

 David Stoner 

27 Carla Jones 

November 

Birthdays 

4 Bradley Peterson 

6 Jack Tironi 

10 Ryan Schoemer 

16 Sarah Butcher 

27 Garre+ Long 

28 Mike Jones  

Anniversaries 

21 Odessa & Clarence Kise 



September 
Events 

5     Community Breakfast @8:00; 

5     Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 

8     SPRC Mee"ng @7 

13 Fall Ministry kickoff barbecue @11:00;  

13   Youth Group Car Wash 12:00-3 

16 Group Study: Making Sense of the Bible 

        begins at 7 

20 Forest Manor worship @2:30;  

20   District UM Women Leader’s mee"ng 

21   Stephen Ministers @7 

23   Making Sense of the Bible @7 

27   Youth Group meets 12-2:30 

30   Making Sense of the Bible 

October  
Events 

2-4   IGNITE Youth Conference in Wildwood 

3 Community Breakfast @8:00;  

3      Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 

5      Stephen Ministers @7 

7      Making Sense of the Bible @7 

10   Skylands UM Women mee"ng                      

communion lunch from 11-2 

13    Trustees @7 

14    Making Sense of the Bible @7 

17    Church Conference from 9-1 

18    Forest Manor worship @2:30 

19    Stephen Ministers @7 

21    Making Sense of the Bible @7 

24    Youth Group Corn Maze Trip TBD 

27    Finance Team 

Mark your calendar 
November 

Events 

1    All Saints Day  

2    Stephen Ministers @7 

4    Group Study:  

      Change the World begins at 7 

7    Community Breakfast @8:00;  

7     Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 

8     Youth Group (BUMC) 12-2:30 

10    Church Council @7 

11    Change the World 

15    Forest Manor worship @2:30 

16    Stephen Ministers @7 

18    Change the World 

22    Youth Group 
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