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Tips For 1st-Time Homebuyers 

Congratulations to our 2015 United 

Methodist Women’s scholarship winner, 

Emily Peterson.   

Summer has unofficially begun, and with it the summer blockbuster movie season.  I admit 

that I’m a sucker for a good summer action flick – nothing better than going into a cool movie 

theater on a hot summer day, and enjoying some popcorn and a good movie with your family 

or friends.   
At our worship service on May 31, Emily 
was awarded a $250 scholarship from our 
church’s UM Women, and a matching 
$250 scholarship from our church.  These 
scholarships are awarded annually to a 
graduating high school senior who is an 
active member of our church.  Emily has 
been active in our Food Pantry and helps 
her mom with communion.  Outside of 
church, Emily has been active with the 
North Warren Regional High School 
marching band color guard and Girl 
Scouts.  Emily will be going to the County 
College of Morris to begin her studies in 
Business Administration. 

One of this summer’s early contenders 
is a Disney film called “Tomorrowland.”  
In the movie, a hope-filled teenager 
named Casey comes into possession of 
a pin that she’s never seen before.  
When she touches it, she is transported 

As I sat in the movie theater with my 
family on that hot Memorial Day after-
noon, I couldn’t help but think about 
the connection between Tomorrowland 
and the kingdom of God. As Christians, 
we too have a vision of a tomorrow that 

with flying cars and rockets that rou-
tinely take explorers to all parts of the 
galaxy.  She even learns that they have 
a spot waiting for her!  But that’s where 
the advertisement ends.  You see, the 
pin she found was only a teaser. It was 
meant to give her a glimpse of what 
was possible and make her want more.  
From there she had to work hard with 
other like minded people to make it 
happen.   

mustard seed that starts small and ex-
pands (Matthew 13:31); yeast that  mix-
es in with the dough and causes the 
bread to rise (Matthew 13:33); a pearl 
hidden in a field that once discovered is 
worth a man’s life savings (Matthew 
13:44); a net cast into the sea that 
brings in fish of all kinds (Matthew 
13:47); or a landowner who hires work-
ers at various times during the day, and  

to the middle of a grain 
field with a huge modern 
metropolis in the distance.  
She eventually finds her 
way into the city and be-
gins to experience her 
greatest hopes – a techno-
logically advanced world 

is filled with our best 
hopes and dreams of a life 
lived in connection with 
God and community with 
one another.  During Jesus’ 
time on earth, he dropped 
many ‘teasers’ of what 
God’s kingdom was like: a 

we too have a vision of 

a tomorrow that is filled 

with our best hopes and 

dreams of a life lived in 

connection with God 

good 
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Yard Sale 7/24-25 

 St Judes Children's Hospital 

 Salvation Army 

 Friend in the community 

In addition, Emily Peterson was present-

ed with a $250 scholarship and a memo-

rial luncheon was hosted for Helen 

Sunday, June 21st with 

pickup on Friday, June 

26th.  Pasties are $5.50 

each, and can be ordered 

with or without onions. 

Our Yard Sale will be Fri-

day, July 24 and Saturday, 

July 25 at Claire Smith’s 

home. Please save your 

From the pastor (cont’d) >>> 

pays them all what they need (Matthew 20:1). While these glimpses of the kingdom are 
not intended to provide us with blueprints on how to build it, they do fill us with hope 
about what is possible, and propel us into bringing that hope into reality. 

But just like the movie, this is where the real work begins.  Just thinking and dreaming 
about our hopes will never bring them into reality.  In order to truly experience God’s 
kingdom, we have to work together in faith to make it our reality.  What if we committed 
to living out God’s dream for us?  What if we all worked together to plant mustard seeds 
of faith in the people that we meet? What if instead of keeping God’s love to ourselves, 
we spread it throughout our communities, and allowed it to mix in with and infiltrate our 
society?  What if we fully committed our lives to holding on to God’s vision for the king-
dom once we had it? What if we all took a stand for justice and ensured that everyone 
had the resources they needed to provide for their family? How might tomorrow be less 
like today, and more like God’s vision? 

The United Methodist Women continue 

to support women and children through 

local, national, and international chari-

ties.  This spring, donations were made 

The United Methodist Women will 

hold a yard sale on Friday and Satur-

day, July 24 & 25 from 9a-5p at the 

home of Claire Smith (109 Mt. Hermon 

Rd, Blairstown).   

Donations of gently used saleable 

items are welcome (no electronics 

please).  Donations can be dropped off 

at Claire’s home from July 10 – 22. 

We can do this!  God has not just placed 
a set of pipe dreams in front of us to just 
make us discontent with the way things 
are, but to show us how things might be!  
We don’t have to settle for the way 
things are. God sent his son to show us 
what was possible, and Jesus in turn sent 
us the Holy Spirit to lead us in getting 
there.  Let’s be the people God needs us 
to be; the people Jesus showed us we can 
be; and the people the Spirit is leading us 
to become.  Tomorrow’s not as far away 
as we think it is! 

UM Women Update 

items for us. 

Meetings are the first Monday of the 

month at 1p at the church.  For more 

information, contact Jean Verbeke. 

Congratulations to our 2015 
High School Graduates! 

Michael Crawn 

Michael Chambarry 

Hanna Moyna 

Emily Peterson 

to the following organi-

zations: 

 Blairstown Fire 
Company 

 Blairstown Ambu-
lance Corp. 

 Skylands District 

 Ronald McDonald 

 Methodist Homes 

Gladd. 

This summer, we will hold two fund rais-

ers: a Pastie Sale and Yard Sale.  Orders 

for our Pastie Sale will be taken through 



 

was supported by monetary donations 
from Blair Women’s Club and the Wal-
nut Valley Methodist Church, food from 
Frelinghuysen School, and Easter food 
baskets from St. Jude’s Catholic Church.  

We are currently in need of paper prod-
ucts and vegetables other than corn and 
string beans.  Each month we buy 
ground beef, dish washing soap and 

other items needed. Your 
donations of these needed 
items help us to use our 
funds to supply the 
ground beef. 

July 4th falls on the first 
Saturday of the month 
and our food pantry will 
move to Thursday, July l. 

United Methodist Men 
The United Methodist Men have had a 
busy spring!  In addition to hosting a Com-
munity Pasta Dinner on April 11th, we sold 
food at the Oleszek auction on May 2nd.  
We are grateful to everyone who came out 
to support these events through their do-
nations, patronage, and assistance.  These 
events depend on participation from eve-
ryone in our community, and we couldn’t 
do it without your help! 

On June 20th, we will host a community 
Barbecue and Campfire beginning at 5p.m.  

Our food pantry contin-
ues to be an important 
source of nutritional 
support for our com-
munity. We served 28 
families in March, 28 
families in April and 23 
families in May. 

This spring our ministry 

We’re delighted to welcome a new face 

that may be familiar to many of you.  

On June 10, Barbara Cornwell joined 

our staff as our church’s Administrative 

Secretary and Bookkeeper.   

Barbara has lived in Blairstown for 

many years.  She is married to B. Lee 

Cornwell, and has a daughter who lives 

in Tennessee with her family.  Barb and 

Lee are members of the First Presbyter-

ian Church in Blairstown. 

Please be sure to stop by the church 

office and introduce yourself and join 

us in giving Barbara a warm welcome! 

Helping our neighbors >>> 

Food Pantry 

Notices will go out June 6 at our pan-
try, and if anyone is in need of food 
and cannot attend the July 1st pantry 
they may call the church and Barbara 
or myself will make an appointment to 
meet with them. 

If you would like to help or learn more 
about our food pantry ministry, please 
contact Claire Smith. 

What Happens to God’s Love? 

“If you see some brother or sister in 
need and have the means to do some-
thing about it but turn a cold shoulder 
and do nothing, what happens to God’s 
love? It disappears…. My dear children, 
let’s not just talk about love; let’s prac-
tice real love. This is the only way we’ll 
know we’re living truly, living in God’s 
reality.” (1 John 3:17-19, The Message) 

COMMUNITY COOKOUT 
June 20 at 5:00 

Food   Music 

Family Fun! 

Free Will Donation 

Like the Pasta Dinner, the only cost will be a free-will offering.  Donations of side dish-
es, desserts, salads, and beverages are needed.  Please be sure to invite your neigh-
bors, friends, and family to this fun community event!  For more information about 
the ministry of United Methodist Men, contact Bill Willix. 



Our worship was uplifting and joyful. A procession of children carry-
ing handmade fish followed the Bishop into the center of the Con-
vention Center to open our time together. Nicole Caldwell-Gross, 
Director of Mission and Multi Cultural Ministries, delivered an in-
spiring sermon which focused on how the church can remain hope-
ful amidst many challenges. “… Moving the nets in our congrega-
tions and in our community within the stream of our own spirit may 
upset the current but still Jesus is persistent in calling each of us to 
cast our nets on the other side.” The message was received with a 
standing ovation at its conclusion. 

General and Jurisdictional Delegates 

The following delegates were elected to go to General and Jurisdic-
tional Conferences in 2016: 

General Conference  
Clergy Delegates 

Tom Lank 
Jisun Kwak 
Eunice Vega Perez 
Varlyna Wright 

Northeast Jurisdictional  
Clergy Delegates 

Drew Dyson 
Grace Pak 
Tanya Linn Bennett 
Gina Hendrickson 

Northeast Jurisdictional  
Clergy Alternates 

John DiGiamberardino 
Chris Heckert 
Steve Bechtold 
 

United Methodists in Greater New Jersey went fishing for disciples at the 2015 Annual Conference in Wildwood May 28-30. The over 1,700 
people in attendance were reminded that we must cast our nets in new and untried waters in order to live out our mission of making disciples 
of Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Worship 

2015 Annual Conference Wrap-Up 

General Conference  
Laity Delegates 

Lynn Caterson 
Judy Colorado 
Bethany Amey 
Rosa Williams 

Northeast Jurisdictional  
Laity Delegates 

Stephen Quigg 
June McCullough 
Jee Hei Park 
Creed Pogue. 

Northeast Jurisdictional  
Laity Alternates 

Carolyn Pendleton 
Cyndi Kent 
Sherri Shumate.  

Leadership Address 

Bishop John Schol outlined all we have accomplished and the path 
we need to take forward in his annual Episcopal address. He celebrat-
ed the power of the Holy Spirit moving through Greater New Jersey: 

 More than 700 people attended the first IGNITE youth confer-
ence. 

 We have grown in vitality by increasing the numbers of disciples 
in small groups, disciples in mission work, disciples giving to mis-
sion and professions of faith. 

 We have raised more than $5 million to date for the Mission 
Fund. 

 A Future with Hope, our Sandy recovery mission, has completed 
150 homes and is working on another 55. 

 We have grown in our shared ministry giving and collections 
putting our conference on sound financial footing. 

Joining Bishop Schol were leaders of Greater New Jersey including 
John Bishop, Chair of the Council of Finance and Administration, Rosa 
Williams, Conference Lay Leader, Vicki Brendler, Chair of the Connec-
tional Table, Vanessa Wilson, Chair of Religion and Race, and Hector 
Burgos, Director of Connectional Ministries.  The leadership outlined 
our financial outlook, new laity opportunities, resourcing opportuni-
ties for clergy and congregations and our commitment to cultural 
competency. 

Highlights of the presentation included A Future With Hope staff 
members reading inspirational quotes from volunteers who have 
helped in Sandy recovery and Bishop Schol interviewing young people 
about what inspires them in ministry. 



Legislation 

The 2016 budget was passed and John Bishop, Chair of the Council 
of Finance and Administration, announced that thanks to the gen-
erosity of the churches in the conference, and allocations from the 
Board of Trustees and Pensions, the mortgage for the new confer-
ence center is scheduled to be paid off in 2015 which will save the 
conference $1.7 million over the next 25 years. 

Key legislation brought before the body included conversations 
around how Greater New Jersey will handle human sexuality issues 
and the commitment to cultural competency. To help create con-
versation and understanding within our own conference, attendees 
were asked to gather in small groups with people who held differ-
ent views from their own to share their feelings and experiences, all 
in a true spirit of Holy Conferencing. The legislation on human sexu-
ality was passed by the body. In addition, the conference passed 
legislation put forth by the Black Methodists for Church Renewal to 
create a task force and promote dialogue regarding equal justice, 
restorative justice, and racial justice.  Details on these pieces of 
legislation can be found online at http://www.gnjumc.org/pages/
detail/1048. 

Stop Hunger Now 

More than 200 volunteers helped pack 30,000 meals to support 
Stop Hunger Now’s effort to feed people around the world, which 
includes sending 1.2 million meals to earthquake victims in Nepal. 

Mission Fund Campaign 

Over $115,065 was collected from individuals and congregations in 
a special offering for the Mission Fund campaign which now stands 
at more than $5 million raised for A Future with Hope, Imagine No 
Malaria, and mission work in our local churches. 

Retirements, Ordinations, and Commissioning 

We celebrated the life’s work of 31 clergy who retired this year. 
Their combined service totals more than 726 years of ministry.  19 
candidates participated in the ordination and commissioning ser-
vice. We celebrated and welcomed these new spiritual leaders with 
a special service recognizing their journey in ministry. 

Joy 

Clergy and laity reconnected with old friends and met new ones 
over lunches, dinners and informal gatherings. Our fellowship in-
cluded inspiring music by Mark Miller and the Festival Choir.  All 
1500 attendees left Annual Conference ready to “cast their nets on 
the other side”. 

2015 Annual Conference Wrap-Up (cont’d) 

Through the beginning of June, our 

church has received just under $62,000 

in offerings and other income.  This in-

come has been a blessing to our com-

munity, helping our church to offer 

weekly worship services, Bible studies, 

fellowship, and other important minis-

tries.  While we are indeed blessed, this 

figure is $17,000 short of where we 

need to be to fully fund our budget 

through the middle of the year.  This 

combined with higher than expected 

snow removal bills, and an early fill of 

our oil tanks to take advantage of lower 

costs has left us with a cash flow deficit, 

and $7,800 short on our shared minis-

tries that are owed to the annual con-

ference. 

As we enter the summer months, we 

encourage you to keep up with your 

pledges to the church, even if you are 

travelling, so that we can continue to 

meet our financial obligations, and offer 

our ministries to the community.  If you 

have the means, please consider making 

an extra offering to help the church 

close the gap. 

“After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts 
with them. The man who had received 
five bags of gold brought the other five. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with five bags of gold. See, I have 
gained five more.’ 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 

“The man with two bags of gold also 
came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with two bags of gold; see, I have 
gained two more.’ 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 

Matthew 25:19-23 (NIV) 

Finances 



Vacation Bible School 
Bible Blast to the Past! 

Youth Group 

August 17-21 from 9-2 at the Walnut Valley UMC 

It’s almost summer – time to plan for sum-
mer vacation and time to register for Vaca-
tion Bible School!  We have a wonderful 
life changing adventure planned for your 
children at this summer’s Bible Blast to the 
Past VBS!   

The Walnut Valley, Blairstown, and Knowl-
ton United Methodist Churches are team-
ing up to bring kids ages 3-11 a week filled 
with exciting and engaging activities Au-
gust 17-21 from 9-12 at the Walnut Valley 
UMC (4 Vail Road, Columbia).  Each day 
begins at the Blast to the Past Bash where 
kids will sing, shout, praise, pray, and be 
introduced to a Bible story and the daily 
theme. Then after they experience the 
other activities of the day, kids gather back 
at Bible Blast to the Past Bash to be en-

couraged to love God and to be moti-
vated to serve others. 

Other sites at Bible Blast to the Past 
include:  

Timeless Truth Tent where kids will 
explore the Bible story in a variety of 
interactive ways;  

Backtrack Bazaar where kids have time 
to move around, have fun, and fill up 
on snacks;  

Discovery Ruins where kids discover 
ancient arts and facts through science 
and crafts; and  

Mission Quest Cave where kids are 
encouraged to serve others!  

All these fun activities connect to the 
Bible story, Bible memory, and the 
timeless truth of God’s everlasting 
love! 

The staff is waiting for some brave time 
travelers to join them in serving and 
having fun!  Children and volunteers 
can register online at www. 
firstumcblairstown.com/2015-vbs/.  
For more information, contact camp 
director Matt Willix at northwarren-
VBS@gmail.com or 908-362-6693. 

Youth Group will continue to offer fun and engaging activities 
through the summer for our youth ages 11-17.   

June 28th: Water games, possible slip and slide, and water twist-
er at Blairstown UMC 

July 18th: Trip to Six Flags for day at the park and For King and 
Country concert.  $32pp – register by June 12. 

July 26th: Tentative date for car wash fundraiser 

In addition, we will be going to the IGNITE 2015 Youth Conference in Wildwood, NJ on October 2-4.  IGNITE is more than a conference. 
It’s more than bands and speakers. It’s about a generation. A generation united for Jesus Christ, equipped to make a difference, and IG-
NITE our hearts and soul. Registration is $50-55pp (based on group size) plus lodging and meals.  This was a great weekend for the youth 
that attended last year, and we are excited to be participating again.  We hope to offer some fund raising opportunities to help offset the 
cost and allow as many youth to participate as possible.  

To learn more about our youth group or find out how you can participate, contact Matt Willix. 

We need your help to make this week 
a wonderful experience for our com-
munity’s children.   

Pray for this ministry that it may reach 
out to our community’s children & 
families Christ’s love. 

Volunteer your time to help as an area 
leader, youth assistant, decorator, 
etc… 

Donate any of the many food and craft 
items that will be needed or funds to 
help supply them. 

Invite your children, your neighbors, 
your family, and your friends to come 
out for a fun week! 

We Need You! 



JUNE 
Events 
14 Lilly DelTurco baptism 
15 Stephen Ministers @7 
17 Mary & Martha Bible Study 
20 Community Cookout & Campfire @5 
21 Father’s Day; Pastie Orders due 
 Forest Manor worship @2:30;  
24  Mary & Martha Bible Study 
26 Pastie Sale Pickup 4-6 
28 Youth Group @KUMC 12:30 
 
Birthdays 
8 Joey Celentano 
19 Lois Bedell 
22 Elizabeth Shotwell 
26 Jill Butcher 
26 Hannah Moyna 
27 Mary Ann Ropek 
 
Anniversaries 
4 Eloise & Charles Raymond 
7 Jean & Tom Charles 
17 Debra & Richard Stiefel 
23 Carol & Gary Arvary 

JULY 
Events 
1 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 (special date) 
5 Stephen Ministers @7 
14 Trustees @7 
18 Youth Group trip to Six Flags 
19 Forest Manor worship @2:30 
20 Stephen Ministers @7 
24-5 UM Women Yard Sale 
26 Youth Group Car Wash 
28 Finance Team 
 
Birthdays 
7  Lorrie Schoemer 
14 Kathy Chambarry 
17 Justin Schoemer 
21 Emily Peterson 
26 Paul Arvary 
29 Judy Butcher 
 
Anniversaries 

 

Mark your calendar 
AUGUST 

Events 
1 Community Breakfast @8:00;  
 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 
3 Stephen Ministers @7 
11 Church Council @7 
16 Forest Manor worship @2:30 
17-21 VBS 9-12 @WVUMC 
17 Stephen Ministers @7 
25 Nominations @7 
 
Birthdays 
1 Odessa A. Kise 
3 David Dwiggins 
5 Tom Charles 
9 Erica Jones 
14 Elizabeth Moyna 
17 Alexa Tironi 
24 Mark Ropek 
26 Lester Shotwell 
 
Anniversaries 
15 Carol & Fred Cook 
20 Joanna & David Stoner 

In Memoriam 
Our church said good-bye to two 

long-time friends this spring: 

 

Donald Ackerson 

May 11, 2015 

 

Helen Gladd 

April 23, 2015 

Gifts in memory of Donald can be made to the church’s Memorial Fund; gifts in memory 

of Helen can be made to the Gladd Fund, which supports children with special needs.  



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-632-6693  

Stay in touch: 

firstumcblairstown@gmail.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 


