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Church Events 
 Palm Sunday worship 10 am 

March 20 

 Holy Thursday communion 
supper 6:30 March 24 (Walnut 
Valley UMC) 

 Good Friday service 7 pm 
March 25 

 Easter Sunrise service 6:45 am 
March 27 

 Easter Breakfast 7:30 March 27 

 Easter Worship 10 am March 27 

 “Bad Girls of the Bible” study 10 
am Thursdays through March 
17 

 “Disciple’s Path” Study  7 pm 
Thursdays through March 17 

 Book of Romans Study 7 pm 
Wednesdays March 30 - May 18 

 Girl’s Still Got It” Study 10 am 
April 7 thru May 12 

Welcome Our New Worship Music Leader! 

On February 7, our church was blessed to wel-
come John Peccarelli as our new worship music 
leader. John grew up in Nutley, New Jersey and 
began to study piano at a young age.  By the 
time he completed high school, he had added 
guitar, violin, trumpet, tuba, mandolin and voice 
to his musical pursuits.  He attended Montclair 
State University, where he received Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees in Music Education, and 
after graduation, began his career as a music 
teacher for Abundant Life Academy.  John has 
spent the past twenty two years with the Edison 
Township school district, where he has taught 

both vocal and instrumental music, as well as composition.  He is a member of 
the New Jersey Music Educators Association and serves as a judge for their an-
nual Young Composer’s Competition. 

At the age of 21, John came to the Lord and has been involved with music min-
istry for over 25 years.  He has written praise songs that have been performed 
and heard both locally and abroad.  John is excited to be working with the wor-
ship team here at FUMC as they develop and grow as a ministry to our God and 
the body of Christ. 

Musicians and vocalists are invited to come be a part of the new music minis-
try. Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings at 8 a.m. For more information, contact 
John at john@firstumcblairstown.com 



Seeing Life in a New Light: New Windows on Our World  

Our church has been blessed with new energy efficient 
windows in our sanctuary and education wing thanks 
to generous donations from the Ackerson, Stiefel, and 
Tompkins families.  These new windows not only en-
hance our church’s appearance, but will help to reduce 
our heating and cooling bills.  We are grateful to these 
families for their faithful stewardship of our ministry. 

With the completion of these two projects, we only 
have one wing left until our window upgrade project is 
complete.  The estimate for completing the windows in 
the food pantry and upstairs youth room is $11,500.  If 
you would like to contribute to this work and help us 
complete our work, please contact Bill Willix or Mike 
Tironi. 

Celebrating Our 205th 
As we celebrate the 205th anniversary of the first 
Methodist Assembly in Blairstown, we are updating our 
church’s historical narrative with stories from the past 
100 years.  What are your favorite memories from our 

faith community? What 
significant events shaped 
your faith? What stories do 
you want to pass on to fu-
ture generations?  Please 
take some time to write 
down your memories, or 
contact Fred Cook or Andre 
Hinchman to schedule an 
interview, so we can in-
clude your memories in our 
church’s story! 

Confirmation Class Update 

Pastors Dave and Wen-Ling are thrilled to be leading a class of five youth in knowing their story, confirming their 
faith, and living their commitment to Christ.   
We have been meeting every other week to learn about God’s love for us, the ways in which we practice our faith in 
response to God’s love, and what questions we have about our faith.   

In April, our group will travel with their mentors to New York City to visit the Cloisters muse-
um, and attend a jazz vespers service.  The Cloisters is an architectural and art museum that 
allows visitors to experience medieval European gardens, chapels, and artistic expressions 
of the Christian faith. Our trip will allow the youth to explore different ways in which our 
faith has been practiced through the ages, and consider how they might authentically ex-
press their faith in the years to come. 
In May, each of the confirmands will have the opportunity to confirm their baptismal vows, 
and join our church on the Day of Pentecost, May 17.  We hope you’ll join us for celebrating 
all that God is doing in their lives and welcome them to our community of faith. 

Easter Sermon Series: Life on the 

Other Side of the Cross 

Easter is more than a 
one day celebration – 
in fact we celebrate 
resurrection for 50 
days!  The disciples 
thought that Jesus’ 
movement would stop 
at the cross, but we as 

Christians are a testament to the fact that God took the 
cross and used it as yet another tool in the story of sal-
vation. What does it mean to live knowing death does 
not have the final answer and we are redeemed? This 
Eastertide, join us for a 6-part sermon series that exam-
ines life on the other side of the cross: a place where 
life continues to rise up in unexpected places! 



Our Lenten journey to the cross culminates in the holiest week of the year.  Join 
us for these special worship services as we celebrate the passion of Christ and 

the victory of Resurrection. 
 

PALM SUNDAY – Celebrate Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem with the crowds as they gather to welcome 
the hoped for Messiah with palm branches.  March 20: Men’s breakfast at the Hope St. John’s 
UMC from 7-8 a.m.; Worship at 10:00 a.m.   

MAUNDY THURSDAY – Jesus chose to spend his final hours sharing the Passover meal with his closest 
disciples and entered into a new covenant with humanity.  Join us as we gather to commemorate 
the Last Supper with a soup and salad potluck and communion with our Lord. March 24 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Walnut Valley UMC. 

GOOD FRIDAY – On this darkest day of the Christian calendar, we will reflect on the last hours of Jesus’ 
life and God’s power over the grave with a tenabrae service.  March 25 at 7:00 p.m. at First UMC 
Blairstown.  

SUNRISE SERVICE – Journey to the garden tomb to discover with awe and wonder that Jesus is not 
there.  March 27 at 6:45 a.m. in the church courtyard. 

EASTER BREAKFAST –A time of fellowship and grace on this special morning as we celebrate that Christ 
has Risen!  A continental breakfast is provided freely for all to enjoy.  March 27 at 7:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. 

EASTER FESTIVAL –Come and celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection with a festive service.  March 27 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   



Wednesday Evening Study:  

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 

“Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears.” Oh 
wait, right audience, wrong speaker.  This spring, our 
Adult Bible Study will embark on an ambitious 8-week 
survey of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.  In what 
is widely viewed as Paul’s most systematic expression 
of his theology of salvation through faith, the Book of 
Romans explores the moral gap between God and hu-
manity, and the ways in which Jesus the Christ bridges 
that gap and reconciles us to God.   Join us Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00, beginning on March 30.  Contact Pas-
tor Dave or Jean Charles for more information. 

Thursday Morning Study:  

The Girl’s Still Got It 

Thursday morning Bible 

Studies have been so en-

gaging that we decided 

to continue!  This time 

we will be studying the 

Book of Ruth with help 

from the book The Girl’s 

Still Got It by author Liz 

Curtis Higgs.  We will 

take some time off for a 

few weeks before Easter 

and resume our 6-week 

exploration on Thursday, 7 April.  All sessions will 

take place at First UMC of Blairstown at 10:00am – 

11:30am. 

To reserve a copy of the book or for additional details, 
please contact FUMC office (908) 362 – 6693 or Pastor 
Wen-Ling Lai via Pastor.Wen.Ling.Lai@gmail.com no 
later than midnight on Palm Sunday, March 20. 

Food Pantry Ministry 

Our food pantry ministry served 31 families in Decem-
ber; 20 in January; and 28 in February.  In addition to 
being a vital ministry to our guests, we continue to en-
gage members of our community outside the church in 
ministry to those in need.  This quarter, we received 
support from the following partners: 

 Wakefern Partner's in Caring Program has awarded 
our food pantry a grant for $1,000.  This grant is in 
the form of a credit to be used for food orders 
at Norwescap Food Bank.  The money must be used 
by the end of 2016.  

 $100 from Blair Woman's Club. 

The money we receive as donations is used to buy 
ground meat, dish detergent, and other pricier items 
we need to supply our clients.  In our next newsletter 
we will give a list of items we are in need of.  Lastly, Vir-
ginia and Ken Dollberg from St. Jude’s have been sup-
plying Panera Bread to our food pantry for the last year 
or more.  They signed an agreement with Panera Bread 
to pick-up the bread after 10 pm each Friday night and 
deliver it to each food pantry in our area.   Ken had 
heart surgery in January and they are not able to con-
tinue to pick up the donations at the present time.  We 
will need someone to go with Claire Smith to pick-up 
the bread on Friday nights.  If anyone can help with this 
project please call or see Claire for details.  

Directory Update 

Thank you to everyone that came out to have their pic-
tures taken for our 205th anniversary directory. We ex-
pect to have them ready to distribute in time for Easter. 
We also would like to thank everyone that supported 
our anniversary celebration by placing an ad or reaching 
out to our community businesses for their support.  
Thanks to your efforts, $2,500 was raised! 

mailto:Pastor.Wen.Ling.Lai@gmail.com


UMC Scholarships 
In addition to the scholarships offered by our church to 
graduating seniors, there are many scholarship oppor-
tunities for graduate and undergraduate students from 
the United Methodist Church’s Annual and General 
Conferences that are funded by our shared ministry 
offerings.   If you are a member of our church and plan-
ning to attend school this fall, now is the time to apply 
– deadline is March 31, 2016!  Visit https://
www.gnjumc.org/higher-education-and-campus-
ministries/2016-greater-new-jersey-scholarship-
opportunities/ for more information.  Finance Matters 

Our church’s finance team is happy to report that we 
ended 2015 with a strong finish!  Thanks to your faith-
ful and generous support, our ministry was able to 
meet all its obligations, including our shared ministries, 
and end the year in the black! Overall, our income for 
2015 was $188,034, and our expenses were $173,867, 
leaving us with a surplus of $14,167.  This end of year 
profit is a bit deceiving, because it includes $12,000 
that was donated as memorial money, and set aside for 
future building projects. Thus, the overall surplus for 
the year was about $2,000. 
Our pledge campaign was successful, with nearly 
$58,000 having been pledged to our 2016 ministries. 
We still have $10,000 that needs to be raised to meet 
our operating budget.  To help bridge the gap, the fi-
nance team has come up with a number of fund raisers 
for the year.  Our Gertrude Hawk Chocolate sale got us 
off to a good start with $1153 in sales, giving us a profit 
of $403.37. In addition, we will be holding a fundraiser 
at Frank’s Pizza on April 25 (10% of all sales will be do-
nated to the church), and a plant sale in time for Moth-
er’s Day and the spring planting season in May.  If you 
would like to help with our fundraising, or have other 
ideas on ways that we can engage the community in 
supporting our ministry, please contact Karen 
Hinchman. 

 

New Church Emails 

 
Our church staff members now have new 
firstumcblairstown.com email addresses. Please up-
date your address     books with the following: 
 
 Pastor Dave: pastordave@firstumcblairstown.com 
 Barbara Cornwell: barb@firstumcblairstown.com 
 John Peccarelli: john@firstumcblairstown.com 
 Scott Wills:  scott@firstumcblairstown.com 
 Church Office: info@firstumcblairstown.com 

https://www.gnjumc.org/higher-education-and-campus-ministries/2016-greater-new-jersey-scholarship-opportunities/
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The United Methodist Women held elections in Janu-
ary and elected the following officers for 2016:  Eloise 
Raymond – president, Karen San Filippo – vice presi-
dent, Lois Bedell – treasurer, and Michelle Peterson – 
secretary. We would like to thank Jean Verbeke and 
Claire Smith for their years of service to the group. 
The UMW will once again offer scholarships to gradu-
ating high school seniors who are active members of 
our church and going on to college. Those who qualify 
are encouraged to fill out an application and submit it 
along with a written essay by April 30. Please see 
Eloise Raymond for the application. 
All women are invited to join us at our meeting the 
second Sunday of the month at 11:30 in the meeting 
room of the church.   

 

Pastie Sale         

The United Methodist Women are selling homemade 
pasties for $5.50 each through March 27 with pick up 
at the church on April 1st  from 4-6 pm.  The meat pies 
come with beef and potatoes, with or without onions.  
There is signup sheet in the fellowship hall and if you 
have any questions, please contact Michelle Peterson, 
362-6703. The United Methodist Men (Men’s Group) will be 

meeting on the third Thursday of every month at 
6:30. This will be a time for men to come together 
and share some food but more importantly talk about 
issues that affect us as men. We will also have our 
campfires and BBQs when the weather gets nice. 
Hope to see the men in our church and any friends 
you may have come out to the Thursday meeting 
once a month. And as always the campfire and BBQ 
are our outreach ministry and open to everyone in 
the church, the community, and friends. To learn 
more about our Men’s ministry, please contact Bill 
Willix. 

 

Palm Sunday Men’s Breakfast 

On Sunday, March 20, men from the Blairstown, 
Hope, Knowlton, and Walnut Valley UMCs are invited 
to gather at the Hope St. John’s UMC for their annual 
Palm Sunday Men’s Breakfast at 7 a.m.  



Clergy and laity from the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference will gather in Wildwood, New Jersey from 
May 22-24 for their yearly session to worship, learn 
about new programs, ordain clergy, and conduct the 
business of the annual conference. Pastor Dave and 
Barbara Dwiggins will represent our church. All are wel-
come to attend. 

 Faith on Stage and Screen 

This spring, there are a number of opportunities to en-
gage our faith on the big screen and on the stage: 

North Warren High School is pre-
senting Godspell March 18, 19, & 
20.  If you’ve never seen it, or it’s 
been a while, we encourage you 
to take time to see Jesus’ life por-
trayed in contemporary musical 
form, and share what questions 
or thoughts it raises. 

 

The Young Messiah Tells the story of 
Jesus Christ at age seven as he and 
his family depart Egypt to return 
home to Nazareth. Told from his 
childhood perspective, it follows 
young Jesus as he grows into his reli-
gious identity.  

 

 

Risen The epic Biblical story of the 
Resurrection and the weeks that 
followed, as seen through the eyes 
of an unbelieving Clavius (Joseph 
Fiennes), a high-ranking Roman Mil-
itary Tribune. Clavius and his aide 
Lucius (Tom Felton) are instructed 
by Pontius Pilate to ensure Jesus’ 
radical followers don’t steal his body and claim resur-
rection. When the body goes missing within days, Clavi-
us sets out on a mission to locate the missing body in 
order to disprove the rumors of a risen Messiah and 
prevent an uprising in Jerusalem.     

Miracles From Heaven When Chris-
ty discovers her 10-year-old daughter 
Anna (Kylie Rogers) has a rare, incur-
able disease, she becomes a fero-
cious advocate for her daughter’s 
healing as she searches for a solution. 

As Christy searches she befriends An-
gela Bradford (Queen Latifah), who 
helps bring everyday joy and hope 

back to the Beam family.  After Anna has a freak acci-
dent, an extraordinary miracle unfolds in the wake of 
her dramatic rescue that leaves medical specialists 
mystified, her family’s faith restored and their commu-
nity inspired. 

For 10 days, United Methodist Delegates from around 
the globe will gather at the Oregon Convention Center 
in Portland Oregon in the name of Jesus the Christ as 
they revise church law, adopt resolutions on current 
moral, social, public policy and economic issues, and 
approve plans and budgets for church-wide pro-
grams. This year’s docket includes legislation on how 
the denomination ministers with gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender people, finite terms for bishops, 
streamlining the process of ordination for elders and 
deacons, and doing away with guaranteed appoint-
ments for elders. You can learn more about this year’s 
conference online at http://www.umc.org/topics/
general-conference-2016. 
In addition to being informed about the work of the 
conference, keep it in your prayers. “We are encourag-
ing people to pray for God to guide delegates and 
church leaders as they prepare for General Confer-
ence,” said Bishop Al Gwinn. “We hope they will pray 
that God would give them an understanding and loving 
heart; that all will have a spirit of humility and a desire 
to do God’s will;  and that the fruit of the Spirit would 
be evident in such a way that all who observe would 
sense that true Christian conferencing will take place.” 



Mark Your Calendar 

March  Birthdays 

3 Mike Tironi 
6 Grace Ackerson 
11 Pat Tompkins 
17  Fred Butcher 

April  Birthdays/Anniversaries 

7          Tom Sawyer 
26      Michelle Peterson  
 
 
24      Kathy & James  
             Chambarry 
 
 

  

May  Birthdays/Anniversaries 

2 Carol Arvary 
12 Glen Schoemer 
21      Eloise Jones Raymond 
    
6 Mike & Carla Jones 
31 Judy & Fred Butcher 

March 
 
1 – Staff Parish Relations 7:00 
3 – Bad Girls of the Bible 10a;  
 Disciple’s Path Study 7p 
5 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  
       Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  
 Northern Region Day of Learning 8-3;  
 Pasta Dinner 5p 
6 – CPR/AED Class 11:45;  
 Confirmation Class 12-2 
7 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
10 – Bad Girls of the Bible 10a; 
         Disciple’s Path Study 7p 
13 – UM Women 11:45;  
         Leadership Training 3-6p (Newton);  
         Youth Group 6-8p 
15 – Nominations & Leadership  
        Development 7p 
17 – Bad Girls of the Bible 10a;  
         Disciple’s Path Study 7p;  
          Men’s Group 6:30p 
20 – Palm Sunday;  
         Confirmation Class 12-2p;  
         Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
21 – Stephen Ministers 7p @NMC 
24 – Holy Thursday Communion Meal  
         & Worship  6:30p @WVUMC 
25 – Good Friday Service 7p 
27 – Easter Sunrise Service 6:45a;  
         Breakfast 7:30; Worship 10a 
28 – Office Closed 
30 – Romans Study Begins 7p 

 

April 

2 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  
 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  
3 – Confirmation Class Trip  
      to NYC 
4 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
6 – Romans Study 7p  
7 –Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a;     
 Men’s Group 6:30p;  
10 – UM Women 11:45; 
12 – Trustees 7p 
13 – Romans Study 7p  
14 – Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a; 
17 –Confirmation Class 12-2;  
      Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
18 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
20 – Romans Study 7p  
21 – Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a;      
 Men’s Group 6:30p 
25 – Frank’s Pizza Fundraiser 
26 – Finance Committee 7p 
27 – Romans Study 7p  
28 – Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a 
30 – Pancake Breakfast (KUMC) 

 

 

 

 

May 

1 – Confirmation Class 12-2 
2 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
4 – Romans Study 7p  
5 – Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a 
7—Community Breakfast 8-9:30;     
 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  
     Wedding 4p;  
 Chicken & Waffle Dinner (HUMC) 
8 – UM Women 11:45a 
10 – Church Council 7p 
11 – Romans Study 7p  
12 – Girl’s Still Got It Study 10a 
15 – Pentecost Sunday  
         Confirmation day!;  
    Forest Manor Worship 2:30 
16 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
18 – Romans Study 7p  
22-24 Annual Conference   (Wildwood) 
24 – Nominations & Leadership  
         Development 7p 
30 – Memorial Day  
        Office Closed 



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-632-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

Alleluia! 
How can we express the profound joy of our hearts? 
You, Holy One, you are the one who rolls away the stone, 
empties the tomb, and rises from hell to proclaim:  
Life! Love! Justice! Peace! 
 
Alleluia! With the women we run 
To share the joy of this day. 
With Peter we swim to the shore 
To taste the mercy of divine love. 
With the disciples on the way to Emmaus, 
We see you in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Alleluia!  
Fill us with faith that will not take death for the answer. 
Fill us with love that will not allow defeat. 
Fill us with the ways of justice that will not quit 
when redemption seems so far away. 
Fill us with peace that perseveres 
when brokenness and violence swarm. 
 
Today, we live resurrection. 
Today, we sing, shout, and pray, Alleluia! 
Christ is risen. Glory to God. Amen. 
 
By Carol Cook Moore Copyright © 2016  

Easter Prayer  


