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Highlights 

• 205th Anniversary Celebration 

• Meditation Path being installed 

• Book of Romans Study 

Wednesday nights at 7 

• 4 new members and 4 confirm-

ands received into membership 

• Deep Sea Discovery VBS Au-

gust 15-19 

• Strategic Planning Team to 

share new vision for church 

• Food Pantry continues to serve 

families and offers clothing 

• School of Christian Mission July 

23 in Paramus 

• IGNITE 2016 Sept 30 - Oct 1 

• General Conference Wrap-up 

• Annual Conference Wrap-up 

205th Anniversary Celebration – October 8 
How does one celebrate 

God’s work through the 

faithful ministry of a church 

for over two centuries? In a 

BIG way!  

We’re excited to announce 

our bi-centennial celebra on 

(aka big bodacious birthday 

bash) on Saturday, October 

8! Members of our church 

leadership have been 

mee ng over the past two 

months to prayerfully discern how we would like to celebrate this ministry, and 

the answer has become clear: in a way that honors our past, looks to the fu-

ture, and con nues the mission of our church to reach out to our community 

with God’s love and Word. 

So on October 8, we’re throwing a party and invi ng the en re community to 

come and join us! There’ll be music from our own praise team and other area 

musicians, games for the kids to enjoy, chicken barbecue and other delicious 

foods (we’re Methodists a-er all), displays showcasing our history, and an in-

spiring speaker to share God’s word. 

There’s much to be done between now and October, and we’re hoping that 

everyone will help us to make this a wonderful celebra on to remember. 

Please set the date aside on your calendar, and look for upcoming volunteer 

opportuni es and announcements – we look forward to seeing you there! 



A Walk in the Woods 

“Any patch of sunlight in a wood will show you something 

about the sun which you could never get from reading books 

on astronomy. These pure and spontaneous pleasures are 

‘patches of Godlight’ in the woods of our experience.”  

― C.S. Lewis  

Living in Warren County, one can’t help but be connected and 

impacted by the beauty of nature all around us. Here at the 

First UMC of Blairstown, we are blessed with a beau ful cam-

pus for our faith community, but for the past 20-30 years, 

half of that property has gone unused. But now, thanks to a 

li8le imagina on, leadership, and help from our Boy Scouts, 

that property will be used to connect us with ‘patches of 

Godlight’. 

A new medita on path is being installed in the wooded 

hillside on the far side of the stream that runs through our property. The project is being led by Stevie Skuropacki 

and friends under the direc on of Jean and Tom Charles as part of Stevie’s Eagle Scout project. 

We look forward to opening this sacred space to our congrega on and community this summer – stay tuned! 

Wednesday Evening Study: Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
Our ambi ous survey of Paul’s epistle to the Romans has 

been a wonderful engagement with this founda onal 

text of our faith. While we ini ally thought we’d cover 

two chapters a week, we found that we wanted to give 

the text the  me it deserved, and slowed our pace to one 

a week. 

So, if you’ve wanted to join in, but were afraid it was too 

late, it’s not! Our study will con nue through the end of 

July. No experience or Biblical literacy is necessary. Come 

out and join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  Contact 

Pastor Dave or Jean Charles for more informa on. 

Welcome New Members! 
 Over the past three months, we have been blessed to welcome 8 new members to our congrega on! Charlie and 

Alice Anderson joined by transfer, Herb 

Dwiggins and Karen SanFilippo joined our 

congrega on on Easter Sunday, and on 

Pentecost Sunday, we were blessed to 

confirm four youth in the faith: Andie 

Baldwin, Trey Baldwin, Isaiah Crowe, and 

Anna Tillisch. We welcome all of you and 

look forward to growing in our faith to-

gether! 

Please be sure to reach out to our new 

members and get to know them be8er. If 

you would like to learn more about mem-

bership in our faith community, please 

contact Pastor Dave. 



Join us for Vacation Bible School 2016!Join us for Vacation Bible School 2016!Join us for Vacation Bible School 2016!Join us for Vacation Bible School 2016! 

Get ready to dive into a life-changing adventure that leads kids deeper into God’s love! 
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The Blairstown, Knowlton, and Walnut Valley United Methodist Churches are 

joining together to give kids a life-changing adventure that will lead them 

deeper into God’s love! At Deep Sea Discovery kids will par cipate in the ex-

citement of Celebra on Reef, experience God’s Word at S.S. Discovery, learn 

ways to serve others at E.C.H.O. Sea Sub, explore the mysteries of the sea 

through cra-s and science at Curiosity Cavern, and enjoy snacks and games at 

Pelican Pier.  

Along the way, kids will explore the depths of the Bible using five dive markers 

to guide them. Through Deep Sea Discovery, they will resurface knowing that 

God is with them wherever they go!  

VBS is open to all children of our community ages 3 (po8y trained) – 11 years 

(entering 6th grade). Registra on is $10/child or $15/family. 

Volunteers are needed and welcome as well! Be a group leader, spread the 

word about this exci ng week, pray for our ministry, or donate supplies – everyone can be a part of the adventure! 

 

 

Learn more at vaca�onbibleschool.com/northwarrenvbs 

There are a host of VBS opportuni es in our area! 

• Knowlton Presbyterian – All God’s Creatures – July 11-15 

• Evangelical Free – Cave Quest - July 18-22 9-12 

• Church of the Good Shepherd – Teacher’s Pets – July 25-29 9-12 

• St. John’s UMC, Hope – Aug 2-5 

• St. Jude – August 1-5 9-12 

• First Presbyterian – August 8-12 



Looking to the Future:  

Strategic Planning 

 
Over the past four months, members of our church 

have been mee ng with our District Superintendent, 

Rev. Dr. Steve Bechtold, to develop a strategic plan for 

our faith community over the next 3-5 years. As part of 

our work together, we have been be8er understanding 

the needs of our community through interviews with 

our community leaders and assessing opportuni es for 

our church to expand its ministries and partner with 

other community organiza ons to be8er meet those 

needs. 

From our conversa ons, a number of key needs have 

surfaced: the need for be8er care of our elderly ci -

zens who wish to remain in their homes, but don’t have 

adequate support from their families due to geographic 

loca on or busy schedules; and the need for safe plac-

es for our teens and youth to gather, socialize, and be-

come responsible adults away from the lure of nar-

co cs and other online predators. While we don’t have 

the answers to how our faith community will respond 

to these opportuni es, we look forward to being in 

prayer with you and discerning how God is calling us to 

lead the way in crea ng a stronger community for our 

neighbors. 

Over the next few months, the strategic planning team 

will be sharing a new vision statement for our commu-

nity, and gathering small groups for informal listening 

sessions about this vision. We hope that you will take 

the  me to review the statement, and join us to discuss 

how you see our church moving forward with the love 

and grace of Christ in our community. 

Food Pantry Ministry 
Our food pantry ministry served 29 families in March, 

28 in April and 35 in May. 

We received $500 in a grant from the Ronetco Family 

(Shop Rite), and  $50 from Blair Woman's  Club.  Food 

was received from the following groups:  Knowlton Ele-

mentary School, North Warren Regional High 

School, Blairstown Elementary School and Acme Mar-

ket.  

In addi on, Jeane8e and Tony Iurato have begun to dis-

tribute free clothing from our clothing collec on to the 

patrons. They select clothes based on the needs of our 

visitors, take them home to be cleaned , and give them 

out at the pantry. 

Eloise Raymond and Claire Smith a8ended Norwescap 

Food Bank's annual agency mee ng on May 10th.  The 

mee ng was held at Marianna's Restaurant with a con-

 nental breakfast.  Each food pantry had to complete 

the following documents by the end of April. 

• Membership Applica on 

• Food receipts and inspec on forms 

• Sa sfac on survey   

• Updated copy of our 501c3 Charitable tax exempt 

status le8er. 

The pantry is in need of the following items: crackers, 

cake mixes, icings,  brownie mixes, pancake mix, syr-

up, dishwashing liquid, beets  hamburger helper and 

manwitch.  

The food pantry is part of network of five food pantries 

in our area providing vital nutri onal support to our at-

risk residents. Our pantry is open the first Sunday of 

each month from 9:30-11:30. Help and dona ons are 

always welcome – contact Claire Smith for more infor-

ma on. 

Keeping Connected 

Be sure to keep up to date with al that’s happening at 

our church through out weekly email updates, Face-

book page. 



Sometimes It’s Hard  
to Ask for Help 

 

We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, inde-

pendent people - and if we’re Chris an, o-en we’re 

convinced we’re somehow lacking in our faith if we’re 

not happy. We tend to think that if we ask for help, it is 

a sign of weakness. So we try to keep our struggles hid-

den, stuffed deep inside.  

However, that’s not God’s desire. Gala ans 6:2 says, 

“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.” God wants us to care for others - and allow 

others to care for us in our  me of need. 

Our church is blessed with a team of Stephen Ministers 

who are specially trained to give one on one Chris an 

care to people in our congrega on and our community 

who are experiencing a difficult  me in life, such as 

grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, relo-

ca on, or separa on due to military deployment.  

If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer alone. Ask 

for help. We’ve got a team of Stephen Ministers, who 

are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you 

through a tough  me. It’s confiden al too! Find out 

more about Stephen Ministry by speaking with Pastor 

Dave. Our Stephen Ministers are there when you need 

someone to care! 

Singers and Instrumentalists 
Wanted for the Worship Team: 

Someone Like YOU! 
 

Just a brief word for those siSng in the pews, 

We're up on the altar- we could use someone like you. 

When you hop in the shower do you sing a few bars, 

Or can you play a few chords on piano or guitar? 

(Not in the shower, of course...) 

 

The worship team is looking  

for those who wish to praise 

The Lord with their musical gi-ings  

on the altar on Sundays. 

Be it violin or trumpet, or even Sousaphone, 

Please call Barb at the church,  

and make your inten ons known. 

 

The age range is from fourteen  

all the way to ninety-nine. 

We'll even accept one hundred-plus;  

by faith you'll be just fine. 

 

Please don't think, "No how, no way-  

I'm not good enough". 

We can help refine you  

If your skills are somewhat, uh... rough. 

If Jesus could mul ply a couple of fish and some bread, 

Imagine what He could do  

with someone like you instead!  

 

“Never believe that a few caring people 
can’t change the world, for indeed, that’s all 

who ever have.” 
(Margaret Mead) 



Church Council Update 
In an effort to keep our congrega on up to speed with 

what the Church Council is up to we will be submiSng 

an overview of our mee ngs in our newsle8er moving 

forward.  By doing this we hope that it will keep the 

workings of the church as transparent as possible.  

In addi on to the commi8ee ar cles in our newsle8er, 

the following items were discussed at our May 

mee ng: 

Sco8 Wills from the Youth Group has been reaching 

out to parents to see what interest there is for the 

group.  VBS will be held at Knowlton UMC Aug. 15-19.  

Times will be 9am to noon for ages 3-11. 

Our Joy Mission again will be hos ng a barbeque at the 

Haven of Hope.  Dates will be listed in the bulle n and 

weekly email. 

The Church Council meets on the 2nd Tuesday of Feb, 

May, Aug, and Nov. All church members and friends 

are welcome and encouraged to a8end. Please contact 

Council Chairperson, Mike Tironi, with any ques ons or 

comments. 

The Finance Team has been busy ensuring the financial 

needs of our ministry are met, and planning successful 

fundraisers for the year.  We held a Frank’s Pizza fund-

raiser on April 25 and raised $114.  We are planning 

two more Frank’s fundraisers on July 11 and September 

12.  So mark your calendars and tell your family and 

friends to take a night off from cooking and come out 

for fellowship to support our church. 

We also held a very successful plant sale on Mother’s 

Day weekend.  The weather didn’t cooperate but we 

had fun and sold a lot of flowers.  A big thank you to all 

the volunteers and purchasers! 

There will be a flower bulb sale in August/September 

for your fall plan ng and spring beauty.  Please keep an 

eye out for the details at a later date. 

In addi on, at our last mee ng we approved the pro-

curement of a credit card for church purchases and 

looks forward to introducing a new electronic payment 

op on by September.  

If you would like to help with our fundraising, or have 

other ideas on ways that we can engage the community 

in suppor ng our ministry, please contact Karen 

Hinchman. 

Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees con nue to work hard to ensure that the physical needs of the ministry are being met, and 

that we are being good stewards of all that God has given us. We have finished replacing the windows in sanctuary. 

Our thanks goes out to Mike Tironi, who will be providing 

stained-glass images that reflect stories from our faith on 

the upper window pane in sanctuary. The only sec on that 

is le- to upgrade is the food pantry wing. If Jesus lays it on 

your heart to contribute toward the comple on of the win-

dows you can always talk to Bill Willix.  

We are in the process of replacing the exit signs in the 

sanctuary, since the exis ng ones are not working properly. 

We are always keeping our boiler in working order and 

needed to work on heat pump. At the parsonage, a new 

storm door and dehumidifier were installed – thank you to 

Tom & Jean Charles for installing the door. 

(con nued on next page) 



The United Methodist Women have been very busy 

with having a successful bake and dip sale at the 

Mother’s Day weekend plant sale.  We would like to 

thank all those that donated and purchased items.  

The proceeds will be going towards our scholarship 

fund. 

We will also be providing refreshments for the GBBA 

mee ng to be held at the church on May 18.  On Fa-

ther’s Day, we will be providing food for the coffee 

hour to celebrate All Men of the church. 

The Women have also been collec ng clothes pins to 

be put into disaster buckets for UMCOR.  We would 

also like to thank you again for your generous sup-

port. 

The UM Women are also planning for our yearly yard 

sale to be held on July 15 & 16 at the home of Claire 

Smith, 109 Mt. Hermon Road.  We will accept any do-

na ons of household, holiday, bedding, children’s 

items, clothing and furniture.  Please save your items 

and contact Claire the week of the sale to drop off 

your dona ons. 

The UM Women meet on the second Sunday of the 

month a-er coffee hour and all women are welcome 

to join the fun.   

Pastie Sale         
Our quarterly pas e (meat pie) sale will take place on 

June 10, with pick up from 4-6pm.  The cost is $5.50 

each and 

come with or 

without on-

ions.  The 

deadline for 

ordering is 

June 5 and 

you can sign 

up on the 

sheet in the 

fellowship 

hall. 

The United Methodist Men have been mee ng month-

ly on the 3rd Thursday of every month since we 

changed our  me in March. We are becoming more 

open with each other, and as we keep growing togeth-

er we are suppor ng one another and helping each 

other become more Godly men.  

Also the UMM is always interested in bringing our 

church together. On May 19th we had Richard Kieling 

come and speak about preparing a will. We opened 

this mee ng up to anyone who wanted to a8end. We 

had a great turn out and it was very informa ve. In 

addi on, we will be hos ng a dinner in February 2017 

to coincide with Valen ne’s Day. 

So if you are a man think about coming out to our 

monthly mee ngs. It is a great opportunity to connect 

with other men in our church. 

Thank you to all who came out for cleanup day. We 

had a great turnout that included many people from 

the groups that use our building and got alot of work 

done: mulched beds, filled low spots by entrance 

doors, and low spots in parking lot. Thank you to Mick 

Hall for hauling dirt up from the stream, and plan ng 

the flowers around the church, and thanks to Jan War-

go for repairing the wooden cross by the church sign. 

There are s ll some outstanding tasks that need to be 

completed. Please see the list on the bulle n board in 

Fellowship Hall. 

Our upcoming projects include: filling cracks in the 

parking lot, replacing the courtyard doors to allow 

light and bring them up to code, and chipping the 

branches in the woods along the south side of the 

building and along the stream.  

So as you can see we have been produc ve! Thank 

you to all of you for giving to your church. 

Board of Trustees (cont’d) 



al themes and prac cal applica on into a holy self-

awareness, showing women how a few small changes 

in their rou nes can improve their enjoyment of this 

crazy-busy life. 

Fear of the Other - Tolerate one an-

other. Wait. Isn’t that supposed to 

be love one another? It’s one thing 

to genuinely love people who are 

more or less the same as we are, 

but what about those who are not 

only strangers, but people who live 

completely different lives? Reliable 

spiritual guide Will Willimon invites 

you to look more closely at the gos-

pel’s command to love—because to genuinely love 

those considered to be "Other" may be the hardest 

thing for people of faith to do. 

 Summer Reading List 
What will you feed your mind and spirit this summer? 

June 21 is the first day of summer. Americans aged 20-

54 spend an average of 11 minutes reading for leisure 

each day. Why not make it your goal to dive into some 

great books that will feed your heart and your mind for 

at least 11 minutes each day! 

Anchor & Flares - Kate Braestrup's 

life was transformed by the loss of 

her husband. When her eldest son 

joins the Marines, Kate is at a cross-

roads: Can she reconcile her desire 

to protect her children with her 

family's legacy of service? Can par-

ents balance the joy of a child's in-

dependence with the fear of leSng 

go?  

Inspired by the families she meets as a chaplain and by 

her son's journey, Kate examines the twinned emo-

 ons of faith and fear, and learns that the threats we 

can't predict are the ones that rip us apart--and knit us 

together. 

The Spiritual Child - psychologist Lisa Miller explains 

the clear, scien fic link between spirituality and health 

and shows that children who have a posi ve, ac ve 

rela onship to spirituality:  

• are 40% less likely to use and 

abuse substances 

• are 60% less likely to be de-

pressed as teenagers 

• are 80% less likely to have dan-

gerous or unprotected sex 

• have significantly more posi-

 ve markers for thriving in-

cluding an increased sense of 

meaning and purpose, and 

high levels of academic success.  

Loving My Actual Life: An Experiment in Relishing 

What’s Right in Front of Me - In a world of comparison 

and discontent, it can feel impossi-

ble to be happy with life as we 

know it..  

In this entertaining and relatable 

book, Alexandra Kuykendall chroni-

cles her nine-month experiment to 

rekindle her love of her ordinary 

"actual" life. With humor, poignan-

cy, and plenty of personal stories, 

Kuykendall weaves together spiritu-

IGNITE 2016 -  
Let There Be Light 

You are all children of the light and children of the day. 

We do not belong to the night or to the darkness." - 1 

Thess. 5:5 

IGNITE is more than a conference. IGNITE is a move-

ment with a purpose to IGNITE the faith of the next 

genera on of followers of Jesus Christ through life-

changing worship, relevant teachings and authen c 

community. 

From Sep. 30 – Oct. 2, 2016 more than 1,000 students 

from grades 6-12 from around the region will gather in 

Wildwood to learn about God’s calling on their lives and 

go deeper in their faith journey. Contact Sco8 Wills to 

learn more about how you can be a part of this amazing 

weekend! 



“To the people of The United Methodist Church: 

The Council of Bishops brings you gree ngs in the name 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has called us to 

be servant leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop Fran-

cis Asbury, Bishop William McKendree and General Con-

ference Secretary Daniel Hi8 sent the first le8er to 

churches following General Conference. This le8er 

seeks to revive that tradi on. Many bishops will also be 

communica ng individually with their own areas. 

Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from around the 

world gathered in Portland, Oregon, along with bishops 

and pastors, church members and staff, volunteers and 

visitors, to engage in Chris an conferencing, to make 

decisions for our church’s future, to affirm our global 

connec on, to worship and to celebrate God’s faithful-

ness. 

We celebrated the success 

of our Imagine No Malaria 

ini a ve, which seeks to 

raise $75 million in the fight 

against malaria, a disease 

that takes the life of a child 

in Africa every two minutes. 

We celebrated our ecumeni-

cal partnerships as we move 

in to full Communion with 

the Uni ng Church in Swe-

den and toward full Com-

munion with the Moravian church. We celebrated our 

heritage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest church, 

John Street United Methodist Church, the 200th anni-

versary of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 

150th anniversary of United Methodist Women, the 

25th anniversary of Africa University and others. 

We con nued in our acts of repentance with a presen-

ta on from the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes about the 

Methodist involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massa-

cre. We shared in the consecra on of deaconesses and 

home missioners and the commissioning of missionar-

ies. We moved toward a global Book of Discipline and 

global Social Principles. We voted to add five new bish-

ops in Africa a-er 2020, and approved a church wide 

study on our ecclesiology. 

The Episcopal address set the tone for the event, focus-

ing on humility and li-ing up our accomplishments.  

We heard from our laity an invita on to members to be 

more involved in making disciples and geSng involved 

in ministries to bring the love of Christ to others. We 

heard our young people say they “are engaged in 

Christ’s journey with energy and love.” We also heard 

them say clearly that they do not want a divided church 

and urged us to "be in unity even if we do not have una-

nimity." They give us hope for our future. 

The body had difficult and challenging work before it as 

we acknowledged our differences over human sexuality. 

Amidst those differences, the delegates affirmed they 

want their bishops to lead and we found ourselves with 

an opportunity for a holy moment. We spoke candidly 

about what divides us and what our church might look 

like in the future if we dared to consider new possibili-

 es. We offered a way forward, postponing decisions 

about sexuality ma8ers and 

commiSng to having a 

different kind of global con-

versa on that allows all 

voices to be heard. 

Our differences do not keep 

us from being the body of 

Christ. They do not keep us 

from doing good in the 

world. They do not keep us 

from making a difference – 

and so we set forth bold 

new goals: to make a million new disciples of Jesus 

Christ; to engage 3 million new people to make a differ-

ence in the world; to transform 400 communi es for 

vital abundant living; to reach a million children with 

lifesaving health interven ons; and to double the num-

ber of vital congrega ons. 

Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to stay 

united. We proved that we are more than debates and 

divisions, more than rules and resolu ons. We stood 

together as the body of Christ. As we reflect on our  me 

in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the church for the 

advancement of our mission of making disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transforma on of the world. 

As John Wesley reminded us, “Best of all, God is with 

us.” 

Signed on behalf of the Council of Bishops, 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council” 

General Conference Roundup -  
A Letter from the Council of Bishops 



United Methodists in Greater New Jersey imagined a 

new genera on of disciples, vital congrega ons and a 

transformed world at the 2016 Annual Conference in 

Wildwood, N.J., May 21-24 as more than 1400 people 

a8ended the conference. Stories of transforma on 

were shared as we were called to abandon security and 

embrace trust, boldly imagining and an cipa ng the 

great things God has in store for us. 

Commissioning and Ordina�on - This year’s Annual 

Conference Session opened with the commissioning of 

13 clergy and the ordina on of 10 clergy on Sunday 

evening. Bishop Schol delivered a powerful sermon that 

called the conference to step out of the light and into 

the darkness. “The light of God shines through us best 

when we are stepping into the darkness.” 

Leadership  - In the Episcopal Address, Bishop Schol led 

the conference in imagining the church with a God-sized 

vision. He outlined our progress 

on Greater New Jersey’s Strate-

gic Plan and addressed the 

church’s struggle with disagree-

ments. His message of unity 

focused on the strength of our 

work together in mission and 

laid out a plan for Hope Centers 

which will spring out of our A 

Future With Hope ministries. 

Hope Centers will engage com-

munity leaders and the church 

in partnership for community development and human 

services. Bishop Schol called the conference to imagine 

100 Hope Centers across GNJ.  

Episcopal Nomina�ons - The Rev. Dr. Jisun Kwak, Dela-

ware Bay District Superintendent, was endorsed as an 

Episcopal candidate with 65% of the vote. Her nomina-

 on will go forward to the Jurisdic onal Conference 

scheduled for July.    

Legisla�on Highlights - A-er a review of the Mainte-

nance to Mission plan, the 2017 budget was passed. In 

an amendment to the resolu ons presented about 

church closures, the body agreed to study how best to 

care for cemeteries associated with churches that can 

no longer care for them. The recommenda on to 

change Rule #55 to allow the Commi8ee on Nomina-

 ons to nominate chairpersons for agencies passed 

a-er discussion. Because of our own rules which re-

quired us to stop the session at 1:00 pm, three pieces of 

legisla on were not addressed.   

Imagine a World Without Racism - Guest speaker Dr. 

Robin DiAngelo led a revealing and challenging presen-

ta on imagining a world without racism. She challenged 

United Methodists to develop the skills and mindset 

necessary to create a socially just society. The body was 

asked to submit their hopes and sugges ons for the 

United Methodist Church to the task force from the 

conference who is developing a 10-year plan on cultural 

competency.  

Conference Workshops - More than 875 people a8end-

ed six workshops inspiring spiritual leaders with crea ve 

strategies to think big and pursue excellence in the 

church. The workshops included Cultural Competence, 

Evalua ng Worship Services, Unlocking the Power of 

the Imagina on, Strategies to Build God-sized Brands, 

Li8le Habits to Produce Big Changes, and Financial Secu-

rity. 

Stop Hunger Now - More than 

150 volunteers working in 

unison systema cally and ener-

ge cally helped pack 30,000 

meals to support Stop Hunger 

Now’s effort to feed people 

around the world with a bold 

mission to end hunger in our 

life me. 

Service of Passage and other 

Celebra�ons - We celebrated 

the 20th anniversary of the 

work of deacons, the 60th anniversary of the ordina on 

of women and the quadrennial passage of GNJ com-

mi8ee leadership who are rota ng off chair posi ons on 

the Connec onal Table. 

We also celebrated 32 clergies who are re ring this 

year. Over 890 years of ministry was represented in the 

service of our re rees. Rev. Joel Ajo Fernández, former 

bishop in the Methodist Church of Cuba and pastor in 

GNJ for the past 15 years, delivered the charge to the 

conference. 

Imagining - With renewed hearts and minds, laity and 

clergy celebrated the work God is doing throughout the 

churches, reunited with old friends and made new con-

nec ons over lunches, dinners and informal gatherings. 

Annual Conference a8endees le- challenged, equipped 

and inspired to envision the new, to take a risk and to 

live into what God has in store for Greater New Jersey. 

Greater New Jersey Annual Conference Wrap-Up 



Mark Your Calendar 
June 

 
4 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  

 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  

5 – Pas e Orders Due 

6 – Stephen Ministers 7p 

8 – Romans Ch 9 7p 

10 – Pas e Pickup 4-6p 

12 – UM Women 11:45 

14 – Staff Parish Rela ons 7:00 

15 – Romans Ch 10 7p 

16 – Men’s Group 6:30p 

19 – Forest Manor 2:30p 

20 – Stephen Ministers 7p 

22 – Romans Ch 11 7p 

28 – 205th Celebra on Planning 7p 

29 – Romans Ch 12 7p 

July 

2 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  

 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  

5 – Stephen Ministers 7p 

6 – Romans Ch 13 7p 

10 – UM Women 11:45; 

11 – Frank’s Pizza Fundraiser 

12 – Trustees 7p 

13 – Romans Ch 14 7p 

17 - Forest Manor 2:30p 

20 – Romans Ch 15 7p 

21 –Men’s Group 6:30p 

23 – Mission U (Paramus) 

26 – Finance Commi8ee 7p 

27 – Romans Ch 16 7p 

August 

1 – Stephen Ministers 7p 

6 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  

 Food Pantry 9:30-11:30;  

7 – UM Women 11:45a 

9  – Church Council 7p 

15-19 – VBS @Knowlton 9-12 

18 – Men’s Group 6:30p 

21 – Forest Manor 2:30p 

23 – Nomina ons & Leadership  

        Development 7p  

June  

8 Joey Celentano 

19 Lois Bedell 

22       Elizabeth Shotwell 

23       Kay Eaton 

26        Jill Butcher 

             Hannah Moyna 

27       May Ann Ropek 

 

4      Elosie & Charles Raymond 

7          Jean & Tom Charles 

17      Debra & Richard S efel 

23       Carol & Gary Arvary 

July  

 

7         Lorrie Schoemer 

14       Kathy Chambarry 

17       Jus n Schoemer 

21       Emily Peterson 

29       Judy Butcher 

 

August   

 

1      Odessa A. Kise 

3      David Dwiggins 

5      Tom Charles 

9      Erica Jones 

14      Elizabeth Moyna 

17       Alexa Tironi 

24       Mark Ropek 

26      Lester Shotwell 

 

15       Carol & Fred Cook 

20       Joanna & David Stoner 

 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Annual Conference Reflections 
IMAGINE... having enough light to see the hope of God's call! Ephesians 1:18 

This was the focus of Annual Conference 2016.  This was a dynamic and spirit filled Conference for sure!! 

On Sunday evening the Service of Commissioning and Ordina on was held. 10 Clergy were ordained as elders of the 

Church! 13 clergy were commissioned to the Elder Track of the Church!. It was an amazing service. You could feel 

the excitement and an cipa on in the air, as well as feel the presence of the Holy Spirit! Candidates smiling, so hap-

py and proud of their hard work and There were both smiles and tears as the torch was symbolically handed over to 

the newly commissioned clergy.  Hundreds of hours of service to our Church... extraordinary!!  

There was a guest lecture about Cultural Competence given by Dr. Robin DiAngelo. There was a second guest lecture 

given by Eric Drew  tled: Imagining Excellence: Evalua ng Our Worship Services. He is passionate about using music, 

preaching, mul media and the crea ve arts to bring the Word of God to life!! 

All in all, it was an amazing, Spirit filled experience. Thank you all for allowing me to represent the First United Meth-

odist Church of Blairstown! 

Barbara Dwiggins, Lay Representa ve to the Annual Conference 



10 S llwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-632-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

Cooperative School of 
Christian Mission:  

Mission U 2016 

The 2016 Coopera ve School of Chris an 

Mission (Mission u) is a great educa onal 

opportunity for local churches across the 

Greater New Jersey Conference. Mission 

u provides this economic educa onal 

weekend and one day op on; for in depth 

spiritual forma on and dialogue, reflec-

 on and study which is co-sponsored by 

The Greater New Jersey Annual Confer-

ence and the GNJ United Methodist Women. The Coop-

era ve School of Chris an Mission is for all -women, 

men, youth, children, pastors and friends! Make it a fami-

ly retreat. Saturday, July 23, at Arcola United Methodist 

Church, Paramus, NJ. 

Study Topics: 1 Day School – July 23 

• The Bible and Human Sexuality Study Leaders: Rev 

Elizabeth Vaneekhoven, Rev. Vanessa Wilson, and 

Rev. Hak Bum Chang (Korean) 

• La n America: People and Faith Study Leader: Mari-

tza Gonzales 

• Climate Jus ce: Call to Hope and Ac on Study Leader: 

Davida Linsey-Harewood and TBA (Korean) 

• Conference Study: The Sea Is So Wide and My Boat Is 

So Small Study Leader: Nicole Caldwell-Gross 

 

·  Childcare is available for children 2.5 – 4 years old. 

Must register with an adult a8endee.  

·  Fair Trade Shop– 10,000 Villages is our fair trade oppor-

tunity. Items made by ar sans around the world.  

·  Pre-registra on is required – No walk-ins accepted. 

 

To register visit h8ps://www.gnjumc.org/events/speak-

the-language-of-jesus-missionu-2016-2/ 


