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Continuing 205 years of God’s Grace in Action 

Welcome to fall!  It’s hard to believe that 
summer has come and gone already. I pray 
that the past three months have been filled 
with many fond memories, time with fami-
ly and friends, some great reading, and fun 
celebrating the joy of God’s creation. In the 
midst of enjoying the joys that only sum-
mer can bring, our church has been busily 
preparing for a wonderful celebration of 
the ministry that has happened in and 
through this faith community for 205 years.  

205 years!  That’s staggering to think about!  For over two centuries, this faith commu-
nity has shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ to this community, nurtured disciples in their 
faith, baptized children, joined couples in matrimony, honored saints , fed people, cre-
ated bonds, supported missions, made music, proclaimed justice, offered mercy, cele-
brated joys, mourned sorrows…   

Wow!  Take a moment and just let that partial list settle in.  Blairstown and its sur-
rounding communities have been changed in profound ways because a people called 
Methodists came to proclaim the Gospel and study God’s word, and began an assem-
bly here in 1811. That is certainly something worth celebrating, and we will do just that 
when we hold our 205th Anniversary Celebration at the church on October 8 from 1-9 
p.m.  

But we need to do more than just celebrate this milestone in our ministry’s history – 
we need to honor it. When we talk about honoring someone who  has had a profound 
impact in our lives, we talk about two things: remembering and continuing. Remem-
bering who they were, what they did, and the characteristics that made them special 
to us; and continuing the legacy of the work they began.              (continued page 2) 
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(205 Years cont’d) In the same way, we need to remember the work 
that the saints of this church began and dedicated much of their lives 
to, and continue the legacy of this ministry by understanding the needs 
of the community today, and sharing the love of Jesus Christ in ways 
that have a positive and profound impact. 

As we have been preparing to celebrate our first 205 years in ministry, 
our Strategic Planning Team has been working to discern where God is 
calling our ministry to go in the next 3-5 years. Based on our work, we 
created a new vision statement that was affirmed by the Church Coun-
cil in July. In the pages that follow, you will find a copy our new vision 
statement. I invite you to read it over, and think about what our church 
might look like if we were to truly live out this vision, and how our com-
munity might be better off because of it. 

205 years is certainly something worth celebrating!  I hope that you will 
join us for a wonderful festival on October 8th along with your friends 
and neighbors. And I pray that you will join me in honoring our legacy 
by continuing to put God’s grace in action and transforming the world 
around us. 

In Christ, Pastor Dave 

Do you have crafts to sell? Own a small business? We 
have a number of 10x10 spots available for vendors 
at our 205th anniversary celebration, and we’d love 
for you to join us! Spaces are just $20 and available 
on a first come, first serve basis.  Applications are 
available on our website at http://
firstumcblairstown.com/index.php/205th-
anniversary-celebration/.  Please contact Michelle 
Peterson or Betty Cestari for more info. 

205th Anniversary  

Mass Choir 

In celebration of the our 205th anniversary on October 
8th, we are assembling a mass choir to perform "Total 
Praise" by Richard Smallwood.  The mass choir will 
consist of members of our church as well as people 
from other area churches and communities, and be 
performing somewhere around 5:00 pm. 

Recordings of the song and individual parts, as well as 
sheet music will be available to all participants to al-
low for practicing at home.  Rehearsals will be held 
Sunday Sept 18 & 25 from 9:15 – 9:45, and October 2 
from 12-2. If you wish to be a part of this event, please 
contact our music leader, John Peccarelli, at 
john@firstumcblairstown.com by Sept. 21.  

Many of our members have asked how they can help our church cele-
brate its anniversary.  The most important things you can do is volun-
teer your time, invite your friends and neighbors to join us, and pray 
for a Spirit-filled celebration. In addition, the following items are need-
ed: 

To Borrow (please mark clearly): 

 10x10 tents 
 Coolers 
 Halogen work lights (on stands or on ground) 
 Large trash cans 
 Children’s lawn games 

Donations of: 

 Cases of bottles water (16-20 oz.) 
 6-8 pool noodles (don’t need to be new) 
 Burlap bags 
 Wine corks 
 Indian corn 
 Fall decorative items (flowers, etc.) 

Please bring any donations or loans to the Fellowship Hall no later that 
Sunday, October 2. Contact Mike Tironi or Karen San Filippo for details. 

205th Anniversary Celebration  

October 8 

http://firstumcblairstown.com/index.php/205th-anniversary-celebration/
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Setting a Vision for our Future 

On July 17, our Strategic Planning Team presented a new mission, vision, and values statement to the congregation 
for approval.  The statement was unanimously approved, and now it is up to each of us to discern how God is calling 
us to be a part of making it a reality! 

Mission:  

The Mission of the First United Methodist Church of Blairstown is to be a local church working to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Vision: 

The First United Methodist Church of Blairstown (FUMCB) is commissioned to be a multi-generational 
community of God’s children journeying together under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to encourage 
one another in the Christian faith, grow in our relationship with God and each other through Jesus 
Christ, and serve as Christ’s hands and feet for the people in our community. 

We faithfully live this call by: 
1. Being a sacred space set apart from the world where people can experience God’s transforming 

presence, the embrace of God’s unconditional love, and the welcoming fellowship of God’s fami-
ly; and be equipped to go back into the world better able to face life’s challenges and share God’s 
love and forgiveness. 

2. Helping people accept and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through life affirming small 
groups, relevant Bible studies, meaningful service opportunities, and engaging worship experi-
ences; and live their daily lives shaped by their relationship with God. 

3. Partnering with all people in our community through missions and ministries that meet their 
practical needs, offer them assistance and support, teach them skills for life, and connect them 
with other community resources. 

4. Cooperating in ministry with other churches, agencies, and organizations by building mutually 
supportive relationships with them and offering our space for their work. 

5. Caring for God’s creation by staying informed about important local, national, and global issues, 
lending our voices in support of those in need of advocacy, and taking action where appropriate. 

6. Participating in the worldwide mission of the church through our giving and by preparing and 
supporting missionaries for service. 

Values: 

 We value the Holy Scriptures as the Word of God and seek to understand them and live our lives 
in such a manner that we are proof of a loving God. 

 We value being an intentional community that is a safe place for diverse people to gather as 
God’s family, accept one another as we are, and encourage and nurture each other with our spir-
itual gifts. 

 We take pride in the gospel and the ministry that God has done through this church for over 205 
years, and are excited to continue serving the residents of our communities and making a differ-
ence for Jesus Christ. 



Fall Study Opportunities 

Unveiling Mary Magdalene 
Our Thursday morning study group resumes on September 15 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Walnut Valley UMC.  Discover the 
Gospel truth about the most myth-understood woman of the 
New Testament. Was Mary Magdalene a prostitute? An adul-
teress? The wife of Jesus? An ancient goddess? Liz Curtis Higgs 
combines heartfelt contemporary fiction with extensive bibli-
cal research to bring to life the real Mary Magdalene of the 
Bible. 

Unveiling Mary Magdalene opens with 
the fictional journey of Mary Margaret 
Delaney, a madwoman adrift in modern 
Chicago. Her moving story, closely par-
alleling the biblical account, is followed 
by a verse-by-verse study of the first-
century Mary Magdalene and her life-
changing encounters with the Christ. 
Contact Pastor Wen-Ling Lai at pas-
tor.wen.ling.lai@gmail.com if you are 
interested in participating. 

 

Encounters with Jesus 

Unexpected Answers to Life’s Biggest Questions 
Our Wednesday evening Bible Study resumes on September 14 
at 7:00 p.m.  We will start the season off with a look at Timo-
thy Keller’s book “Encounters with Jesus”. One of the biggest 
obstacles for people to accept or believe in Christianity is that 
they think they know all about it already. After all, hasn’t it 
been around for thousands of years? Doesn’t everybody know 
what Christians believe?  

But if we look at Jesus’ encounters with various men and wom-
en during his life, we will find some of our assumptions chal-
lenged. These conversations were not about personal sins or 
specific religious views and practices, nor were they a set of 
talking points or a political platform. Instead, in these encoun-
ters we see him meeting people at the point of their big, un-
spoken questions: Who are we, and why are we here? Why be 
a good person; why love instead of hate? What’s wrong with 

the world—And what, if anything, can 
make it right? 

The Gospels are full of encounters that 
made a profound impact on those who 
spoke with Jesus in this way. In this 10-
part series, we will explore these en-
counters and how they can still address 
our questions and doubts today. Con-
tact Pastor Dave at pastor-
dave@firstumcblairstown.com if you’d 
like to participate. 

From Sep. 30 – Oct. 2, 2016 students from grades 6-12 will 
gather at the Wildwoods Convention Center in Wildwood, NJ 
to learn about God’s calling on their lives and go deeper in 
their faith journey. For the third year in a row, the Blairstown, 
Knowlton, and Walnut Valley UMC’s will be heading to Wild-
wood to be a part of the gathering. If you would like your child 
to be a part of this event, please contact Pastor Dave as soon 
as possible. 

Youth Group Resumes  

September 25 
The Blairstown/Knowlton/Walnut Valley youth group will re-
sume on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from 6-7:30 be-
ginning September 25 at the Blairstown UMC.  Pastor Dave 
and Dot Quick will be gathering with youth in grades 6-12 to go 
deeper into our faith, share our questions, and have some 
great fun!  If your child is interested in joining our group, 
please contact Pastor Dave. 



This summer, we said good-bye to 
two saints of the church: Jean 
Verbeke and Verna Shuster. While 
we are assured that they are resting 
in God’s ever-lasting arms, we will 
miss their presence. 

Jean Verbeke Passed away August 
29, 2016. Her services will be held on 
Saturday, September 24: Visitation at 
9; Service at 10; luncheon to follow. 

Food Pantry Ministry 
 

Our food pantry continues to be a vital and much needed 
source of assistance to many families in Blairstown and 
surrounding areas. We served the following numbers of  
families in the past three months: 

 June -16 
 July - 36 
 August - 28 

All this is possible due to Ronetco Family (Shop Rite), Nor-
wescap, our church family, and members of the commu-
nity including the Joe Caristi Farm and Foodshed Alliance. 

We are in need of twist ties to package our bread that we 
receive from Panera  Bread, which are clients are happy 
to receive. Also, we need two volunteers to help guests 
take their food from the pantry to cars. 

The food pantry is part of network of five food pantries in 
our area providing vital nutritional support to our at-risk 
residents. Our pantry is open the first Saturday of each 
month from 9:30-11:30. Help and donations are always 
welcome – contact Claire Smith for more information. 

Thank You to all our volunteers! 

Caring for Yourself  

While You Care for Others 

Christianity is a religion centered around loving God and caring 
for others.  Whether it’s feeding people through food pantries, 
caring for those who are sick, visiting the imprisoned, or re-
sponding to those impacted by disasters, we are a people that 
are led by God to serve those that need help. But what about 
that part of the Great Commandment about loving ourselves 
in the process? 

Join us on Thursday, September 22 
at 7:00 p.m. for a special presenta-
tion titled “Caring for Yourself While 
You Care for Others” led by Mary-
Michael Levitt Ed.S., LMFT, LPC. The 
sole proprietor and owner of the 
Riverview Counseling Center in Hack-
ettstown, Levitt has been drawn 
throughout her life to assist people in 
need. As a New Jersey-certified disas-
ter response crisis counselor and mental health co-lead for the 
American Red Cross of Northern Jersey, she has provided men-
tal health assistance in the aftermath of hurricanes, tropical 
storms, earthquakes, floods, fires, tornados and 9/11. 

Come and learn how we can more effectively respond to peo-
ple’s needs by ensuring that we do not become the people in 
need as we do so! 

Over the summer, the UM Women held a successful yard sale 
in July at the home of Claire Smith.  A big thank you goes to 
Claire and to the members and community for all the dona-
tions and support. We also held our summer luncheon at 
Stroudsmor on July 28 with 7 ladies in attendance.  We all en-
joyed the meal and company. 

Our quarterly pastie (meat pie) sale will take place on Septem-
ber 9, with pick up from 4-6 p.m.  The cost is $5.50 each and 
come with or without onions.  The deadline for ordering is 
September 4 and you can sign up on the sheet in the fellow-
ship hall.  The next sale will take place on December 9. 

This fall, the UMW will sponsor a bounce house for the anni-
versary celebration on October 8.  We will also be selling 
baked goods. Donations of whole (undivided) or individual 
items are appreciated. 

The UMW meets on the second Sunday of the month after 
coffee hour and all women are welcome to join the fun. 



What a wonderful time we had discovering that God is with us wherever we go at Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School 
this summer! Over 40 children registered to join us at the Knowlton UMC this past August, and everyone had a wonderful time!  
Each day was filled with exciting Bible stories about people who needed and received help from God, creative crafts and sci-
ence experiments, fun games, and, of course, really cool and delicious snacks!   

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies, invited their friends, volunteered their time, and prayed for our ministry. You 
played a part in touching the lives of these young disciples, and teaching them about the love of Christ.  

 

Next year, our church will host VBS on August 14-18, 2017. We hope you’ll join us for an awesome week! 

The Puffer Fish ready for fun and games 

Our fearless and creative snack crew 

The Hermit Crabs enjoying a snack in the shade Dolphins trying their best to get ping-pong balls in a muffin tin. 



The United Method-
ist Men will continue 
to meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of each 
month beginning at 
6:45.  All men are 
welcome and encour-
aged to attend. Con-
tact Bill Willix at bigbuck16pt@hotmail.com. 

Finance Committee Update 
Your finance com-
mittee has been work-
ing on new ways to 
support our ministry 
this summer! In Au-
gust, we announced a 
new electronic giving 
option. You can now 
support our ministry 
using your credit or debit card to make one-time or scheduled 
offerings. This makes it easier to keep up with your donations 
when you’re away for vacation, or simply too busy to remem-
ber to bring a check with you on Sunday mornings. To sign up 
or make a one-time donation, simply visit firstumcblair-
stown.com, and click on “Donate online”. You will be able to 
schedule your offering, and even select which funds you wish 
to direct it towards.  For more information, please speak with 
Barbara Cornwell or Karen Hinchman. 

We also have three new fundraisers: 

 On Monday, September 12, Frank’s Pizza will donate a 
portion of all sales to our ministry. No coupon is required – 
a portion of everyone’s bill will be donated. So please plan 
to take a day off from cooking, and be sure to invite your 
family and friends to do the same! 

 This fall, we will offer perennial flowers and bulbs through 
Flower Power. 50% of all sales will be donated to the 
church through October 19. You can also set up your own 
online sales portal, which you can share with your friends 
across the country. All online sales will be shipped directly 
to the customer, so no need to worry about sending it to 
them. Catalogs are available in Fellowship Hall. Contact 
Michelle Peterson to setup an online sales page. 

 Lastly, we’ve partnered with Amazon Smile, so every time 
you shop from Amazon, .5% of your purchase will be do-
nated to our ministry!  To sign up, simply go to 
smile.amazon.com, and select the First United Methodist 
Church of Blairstown as your charity. Then go shopping! 

Through August, our church finances remain stable. We have 
received $105K in income from offerings, fundraisers, and in-
terest, and have kept expenses to $95K, with $7K owed to the 
conference for our shared ministries. In addition, we have 
placed $3K in our building fund, with a goal of transferring $6K 
by the end of the year. Praise God! Thank you for your faithful 
support of our ministry, and for keeping up with your offer-
ings! 

Board of Trustees 
Our church’s board of Trustees continues to ensure that our 
facilities are kept up to date and ready to do the work that 
God needs us to do.  

 Over the summer, the Boy Scouts and volunteers from our 
church continued to work on our meditation path, and we 
look forward to dedicating it this fall.  

 Our church window replacement project is ¾ compete, 
with only the food pantry rooms and youth room remain-
ing. $7,750 is still needed to complete the project. If you 
wish to make a donation, please indicate ‘building fund’.  

 In addition, new LED emergency lights were installed in the 
sanctuary, and the parking lot cracks were sealed.  

 At the parsonage, the remaining wall to wall carpeting was 
removed, and a new window air conditioner was pur-
chased. 

Lastly, the Trustees reviewed and updated the church’s Safe 
Sanctuary policy, which ensures that children and at-risk adults 
are kept safe at our church. All staff and volunteers working 
with children and at-risk adults must undergo safe-sanctuary 

training and have cur-
rent background 
checks on file. Please 
contact Bill Willix, 
Michelle Peterson, or 
Pastor Dave if you 
need to have a back-
ground check done or 
receive training. 



This fall, there will be a new face greeting people in the church 
office. Barbara Cornwell is stepping down as church secretary, 
but will continue to be a part of our staff as church treasurer. 
We are grateful for all that she has shared during her time as 
secretary, and are glad that she will continue to be a part of 
our church family. 

Cath Kanen will begin as secretary on September 14. Cath is a 
member of the Drakestown UMC in Long Valley and has 
served as their part-time secretary for 2 years. In addition to 
her staff work, Cath has served the church as Church Council 
Chair and Lay Leader. Cath also has two sisters that are both 
United Methodist pastors in the Skylands District.  Please join 
us in welcoming Cath to our church, and be sure to stop by 
and introduce yourself when you have the chance. 

Our church’s annual Church Conference will take place 

Saturday, October 22, from 9 – 12:15 at the Hope United 

Methodist Church. All are invited to attend. 

Stay Connected 

Be sure to keep up to date with all that’s happening at 
our church through our weekly email updates, Facebook 
page, and website. Contact the office to add your email 
address to our distribution. 

September 
 
3 – Community Breakfast 8 – 9:30;  
       Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 
6 – 205th Anniversary Planning 7 
11 – UM Women 11:30 
12 – Frank’s Pizza Fundraiser 
13 – SPPRC Meeting 
14 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
15 – Unveiling Mary 10a; UM Men 6:45 
18 – Forest Manor Worship 2:30 
19 – Stephen Ministers 7 
21 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
22 – Unveiling Mary 10a; Caring for  
         Yourself while Caring for Others 7 
24 – Jean Verbeke Memorial 10 
25 – Youth Group 6 
27 – Fall Worship Planning 7 
28 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
29 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
30-10/2 Ignite Youth Conference 

 

October 

1 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  
      Food Pantry 9:30 – 11:30 
3 – Stephen Ministers 7 
5 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
6 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
8 – 205th Anniversary Celebration 
9 – UM Women Meeting 11:30 
11 – Trustees 7 
12 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
13 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
16 – Forest Manor 2:30 
17 – Stephen Ministers 7 
19 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
20 – Unveiling Mary 10a; UM Men 6:45 
22 – Church Conference @ Hope UMC  
         9-12:15 
23 – Youth Group 6 
25 – Finance Committee 7 
26 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
27 – Unveiling Mary 10a 

November 

1 – All Saints Day 
2 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
3 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
5 – Community Breakfast 8-9:30;  
       Food Pantry 9:30-11:30 
6 – All Saints Worship Service 
7 – Stephen Ministers 7 
9 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
10 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
13 – UM Women 11:30; Youth Group 6 
15 – Church Council 7 
16 – Encounters with Jesus 7 
17 –UM Men 6:45 
20 – 2017 Pledge Dedication;  
         Forest Manor Worship 2:30;  
         December Newsletter Items Due 
21 – Stephen Ministers 7 
22 – Thanksgiving Service TBD 
27 – 1st Day of Advent; Youth Group 6 
29 – Nominations Committee 



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-362-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

The buzz of power tools reverberated off fresh planks beneath 
Nan Unley’s Tuckerton home. Voices shouted directions over 
clinking nails and grinding drills as volunteers from A Future 
With Hope and Race2Rebuild worked together through the 
sweltering heat of Saturday, August 13. 

“Four years later and we’re still here,” Unley said, wiping 
sweat from her brow and resting against a new piling holding 
up her house. In 2012, Superstorm Sandy left Tuckerton devas-
tated, and the work continues. 

“Four years after Sandy, the recovery effort has become com-
plex for many homeowners,” said Bobbie Ridgely, Executive 
Director of A Future With Hope. “People are struggling with 
government resources, fraudulent contractors and delayed 
insurance payouts. Their options are narrowing. A Future With 
Hope and United Methodists are committed to being a place 
where they can turn for help. Working with organizations like 
Race2Rebuild allows us to spread renewed awareness of the 
ongoing plight of Sandy survivors, and to bring home those 
families who are still rebuilding.”  

Since 2012, A Future With Hope has rebuilt 242 homes with 
the help of 11,401 volunteers from 44 states, DC and Canada. 
Using skilled volunteer labor and professional tradesmen, the 
organization has offered homeowners construction solutions 
that help stretch dollars further. It’s estimated that approxi-
mately 5,000 families’ homes are still in need of repair from 

damage caused by Sandy. Today, A Future With Hope has ac-
tive rebuilding projects underway in Atlantic City, Beach Ha-
ven, Brigantine, Highlands, Keansburg, Lanoka Harbor, Little 
Egg Harbor, Long Branch, Longport, Neptune, Ocean City, 
Toms River, Union Beach, and Unley’s home in Tuckerton. A 
Future With Hope has received grants from UMCOR, Robin 
Hood Foundation, the American Red Cross, Hurricane Sandy 
Relief Fund, and the people of the United Methodist Church.  

If you would like to learn more about how you can help sup-
port the recovery efforts, visit afuturewithhope.org, or make a 
direct donation to the church and label it “Future with Hope” 

A Future with Hope Races to Rebuild 


