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God’s Christmas List 
It’s December, and if you’re like most folks, you’re beginning to prepare for the Christ-
mas holiday. While there are as many holiday traditions as there are families in our 
faith community, one tradition seems to be universal: creating lists of things to buy 
people that you exchange presents with. 

In our home, we do our best to keep our gift buying to a minimum, with most of it be-
ing focused on the children and their cousins.  Inevitably, there will be phone calls 
from other family members asking what the kids want for Christmas, and, as if we re-
hearsed it, our response will be, “I don’t know. They already have so much. You don’t 
have to go out of your way, just get them something small.”  I realize this isn’t very 
helpful, but unless the kids give us a list, we really don’t know what to tell people to 
get them. 

As grownups, we really don’t buy each other much, and certainly don’t make lists of 
things for people to buy us. If I did have to make a list, though, it would probably look 
more like the visions that God shares in the book of Isaiah than a list of things you can 
buy from a store: a world where all peoples come together and live peaceably with 
one another; a place where righteousness, equity, and faithfulness reigns; a society 
that blooms with abundance and where the weak are strengthened, the lame shall 
leap, and a highway is cleared for God’s will; and a land led by a child that shows us 
how to refuse evil and choose God. 

What’s on your Christmas list this year? As you think about what to get your loved 
ones, and what to ask for this year, I invite you to dream big. No, not a bigger house, or 
that 7,000 inch TV that you saw in the big box store. Let’s together set our sights on a 
God-sized vision that promises of peace on earth, and good will to all people. Let’s put 
Christ back in Christmas by wishing for the same things that he came to bring us, and 
doing our part to make them a reality in our world. 

May the spirit of Christmas fill your hearts with the love of God, and may you draw 
ever closer to Christ during this season of light. Grace and Peace, Pastor Dave 
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The season of Advent, begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on 
Christmas Eve. During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of 
Christ. We remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing 
for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as we look 
back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also 
look forward anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all 
that was promised by his first coming. 

During our worship, we will prepare for and celebrate the Christ child by pre-
paring our hearts for new life in our lives. In this seven-part worship series, 
Pastor Dave will lead us through the prophecies that God shared with his peo-
ple so long ago and continues to share with us today, and help us discover the 
heights and depths that God is willing to go to share his grace with us all. 

Nov 27 – A Pending Invitation 

Dec 4 – A Tangible Hope 

Dec 11 – Desert Visions 

Dec 18 – Somewhere between Heaven and Hell 

Dec 24 – A Feast of Light 

Dec 25 – Hope Becomes Reality 

Jan 1 – When God Walks the Earth 

We pray that you will set aside time from the hustle and bustle of the season 
to prepare your hearts receive the Christ child anew, and that through the 
ministries of our church you will be able to discover the hope, joy, and peace 
that God wishes for your life.  

Celebrate God’s wondrous gift of new life! 

3:00 – Celebrate the joy of Christmas with our friends  

at Forest Manor 

7:00 – Family worship service of lessons and carols. 

11:00 – A prayer filled candlelight service to welcome 
Christmas. 

Having a difficult time celebrating this holiday season?  
Whether you are lonely, mourning, feeling alienated, sad, 
or overwhelmed, this is a service where you can come 
and simply be:  be present to your emotions, present to 
silence, and present to Christ’s love for you.  Come and 
be filled - 7:00p Thursday, December 22. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  

heavenly host, praising God and saying. “Glory to God in the  

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” 



On October 8th, our congregation commemorated our 205th anniversary with a wonderful community celebration!  

Over 300 people came out to join our celebration, which included faith-filled music and preaching, delicious barbe-

cue chicken, fun children’s activities, and local vendors. It was wonderful to see our church come together in a sea of 

red shirts to bring this event to life, and have a great time in the process!   

All smiles on this exciting day Mick & Tom making delicious chicken on the grill 

What face will you draw on your pumpkin? Elliot and Tina ready to greet our visitors! 

205th Anniversary  

Celebration  

The hot dog crew ready to serve Sharing God’s praises in song 



We look forward to seeing where God will lead us to go in the years to come as we continue our church’s legacy of 

putting God’s grace into action. If you did not receive a t-shirt, and would like one, please contact Pastor Dave. 

205th Anniversary  

Celebration  

Curney makin’ baked beans Karen dressed for the occasion Sam & Patrick enjoying the day 

Kids getting their faces painted 

Lois, Grace, Joanne, 

and Diane Clarke 

getting re-

acquainted 

Odessa and 

Michelle keeping 

the kitchen running 

smooth 



Advent Study -  

Songs of Christmas 
Our adult education classes continue to gather people for dis-
cussions and draw them deeper in their faith. During Advent, 
we will be studying the songs of Christmas. No, we won’t be 
studying Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer. Rather, we’ll 
be looking at the 
songs that people 
sung in response to 
the revelations they 
received from the 
angels as recorded in 
the Gospel of Luke. 
Join us Wednesdays 
at 7 from November 
30 – December 21 as 
you are able. 

Our joint youth group continues to gather kids in grades 6-12 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month for a time of faith, 
fellowship, and fun. In September, the group went to the Ig-
nite youth conference in Wildwood, where over 1200 area 
youth gathered to hear speakers and musical groups share 
their journeys of faith and inspire them in their own. As al-
ways, the youth came home fired up and ready to grow deep-
er in their walks of faith. In October, we went for a fall trip to 
Dorney Park, and in between, we’ve engaged in conversations 
that help bring our faith alive in our every day lives. 

On December 16, we look forward to caroling at the homes of 
people that are unable to come out to church on a regular ba-
sis.  This is open to all members of the congregation.  If you 
have someone you would like us to visit, please contact Pastor 
Dave or Dot Quick. 

Breakfast club has been going well!  We have served breakfast 
to around 15 people, once a month before the food pantry 
opens. For December we will be doing a special breakfast for 
Christmas. It has been an honor to show the love of Jesus to 
our food pantry family. I want to thank Karen Hinchman, Pat 
Tompkins and also Claire Smith and Pastor Dave for all their 
help. This ministry is open to anyone who wants to share a 
cup of coffee with someone in need. God bless, Bill 

The UMW meet on the second Sunday of the month 
after coffee hour, and all women are welcome to join the 
fun.  This Christmas, the group is happy to be sponsoring 
the Senior/Veteran gift giving tree.  Thank you to every-
one that took a tag! We’re happy to say that all the gifts 
have been spoken for! Please remember to bring your 
gifts back to the church by Dec. 11th.  

We are also sending care packages to the 13 current col-
lege and military students among our congregation. 

Our quarterly Pastie (meat pie) sale will take place on 
December 9, with pick up from 4-6 pm.  The cost is $5.50 
each and come with or without onions.  The deadline for 
ordering is December 4 and you can sign up on the sheet 
in the fellowship hall.   

The UMM (Men’s 
group) has been 
meeting the 3rd 
Thursday of every 
month at 7pm. The 
meetings have been 
productive, but more 
than that, we are 
connecting with and opening up to each other. We will be 
having our Pasta dinner on March 25th. This will be complet-
ed, prepared, and served by the men. The women that nor-
mally help can sit back and just enjoy the evening! The cost 
will be 12 dollars a person for all you can eat. It is also our 
Men’s group’s turn to host the Palm Sunday breakfast for the 
men of the other UMC in the area. Finally we are looking for-
ward to doing the Chicken BBQ every October because of the 
great success we had at the 205th Celebration. If you are a 
man and have never come to one of our meetings, please give 
it a try. 



Finance Committee Update 
As we come to the 
close of the year, we 
are grateful for the 
generosity of all of the 
people and businesses 
that have supported 
our ministry this year. 
Your contributions 
have allowed us to continue to fully support the needs of our 
ministry, make needed repairs and improvements to our facili-
ties, and reach out to our community with God’s grace and 
love. 

At our meeting in October, the finance team reviewed our year
-to-date income and expenditures. Based on our best projec-
tions, we anticipate needing an additional $4,000 to meet all 
of our financial obligations for 2016. Most of this shortfall is 
due to our falling short of our fund raising goal of $10,000. The 
good news is that this is after meeting our goal of setting aside 
$6,000 of our Shuster fund income for our building mainte-
nance and improvement needs. If you are able to make an ex-
tra donation to help us close the gap, it would be a blessing. 

As we look at 2017, the Church Council and Finance Team have 
put together and approved an operating budget of $170,000. 
In addition to modest adjustments in staff salaries, the biggest 
changes were increases to the line items for parsonage and 
church maintenance. These were increased to adequately 
meet the needs of maintaining our buildings and prevent the 
need for drawing money from our newly established building 
fund when smaller capital maintenance needs occur. 

As of December 1, $40,180 has been committed to our minis-
try in 2017. If you haven’t already done so, we invite you to 
make a financial commitment to support the needs of our 
church in the coming year by filling out one of the commit-
ment cards in the back of the sanctuary. 

Lastly, we’d like to remind everyone that we now have an 
online option to support our church. Through our website, you 
can set up one time or recurring payments that draw from 
your credit card or bank account. To make a donation, visit us 
online at firstumcblairstown.com and click “Donate Online.” 

Board of Trustees 
 

The Board of Trustees continues their work of looking out for 
the needs of our ministry and ensuring that our building is 
ready to welcome worshippers and community members. The 
biggest project of the last quarter was to replace the circu-
lating pump on the furnace, which will cost between $500-
1,000. In addition, but the church and parsonage oil tanks 
were topped off in preparation for the winter heating months. 

In the coming months, we will be adding a new keypad entry 
lock on the kitchen door. This will allow us to give individuals 
and groups entry codes for the building instead of keeping 
track of individual keys.  These codes will be changed regularly 
to ensure adequate security for our facility. 

Lastly, we are still hoping to complete our window replace-
ment project in the near future.  To date, 2/3 of the building 
has been updated with new windows.  The remaining wing, 
which includes the food pantry rooms and youth room, is pro-
jected to cost $11,800, of which $4,250 has been pledged.  If 
you would like to make a donation towards this project, please 
contact Bill Willix or Pastor Dave. 

Food Pantry Ministry 
Our food pantry continues to be a vital and much needed 
source of assistance to many families in Blairstown and sur-
rounding areas. During the last three months, we have been 
busy preparing for Thanksgiving and collecting food with our 
Boy Scouts from troop 140.  

In September, we ordered our turkeys and chickens of the 
Thanksgiving baskets, collected the necessary supplies, and 
assembled 23 Thanksgiving dinners to distribute to the people 
of our community. In October, Boy Scout troop 140 began 
their 2-month long food drive at Acme Supermarket. The 
amount of food collected was overwhelming, and the dona-
tions were of the best quality. Our pantry cannot thank the 
scouts enough for all they do for us.  

We served the following numbers of  families in the past three 
months: September - 22 ; October - 28; November - 22. 

In addition to the donations from the Boy Scouts, the pantry 
received fresh vegetable and fruits from the Caristi’s farm, pa-
per products from the Blair Women’s Club, frozen ziti from 
ShopRite, and a check for $800 from the North Warren Lions 
Club. 

Our pantry is open the first Saturday of each month from 9:30-
11:30. Help and donations are always welcome – contact 
Claire Smith for more information. Boy Scout Troop 140 presents $1,400 to our food pantry. 



Our Stephen Ministry continues to be a source of much need-
ed support to people in our community!  Our team of four 
dedicated Stephen Ministers meets weekly with their care 
receivers, and every other week for training and mutual sup-
port.   

Stephen Ministry offers caring and compassionate one on one 
Christian care to people who are going through difficult sea-
sons in their lives. Whether you are dealing with loneliness, 
health issues, work stress, loss of a loved one, or other difficul-
ties, you don’t have to go it alone.  A Stephen Minister can 
walk with you and support you along the way. 

If you would like to learn more about receiving care, or partici-
pating as a care giver, please contact Pastor Dave. 

Stay Connected 

Be sure to keep up to date with all that’s happening at 
our church through our weekly email updates, Facebook 
page, and website. Contact the office to add your email 
address to our distribution. 

December 
1 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
3 – Community Breakfast 8:30 -9:30a 
3 – Food Pantry 9:30-11:30a 
3 – Jingle on Main 12-5p 
6 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
7 – Songs of Christmas 7p 
8 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
9 – Pastie Pickup 4-6p 
11 – UM Women 11:30a 
11 – Youth Group 6-7:30p 
12 – SPRC 7p 
14 – Songs of Christmas 7p 
15 – Unveiling Mary 10a 
16 – Christmas Caroling 6p 
18 – Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
21 – Songs of Christmas 7p 
22 – Blue Christmas Service 7p 
24 – Forest Manor Christmas 3p 
24 – Christmas Eve Services 7 & 11p 
25 – MERRY CHRISTMAS – Wear your 
favorite Christmas sweater or slippers to 
worship – 10a 

January 

1 – HAPPY NEW YEAR – Worship at 10a 
2 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
7 – Community Breakfast 8:30-9:30a 
7 – Food Pantry 9:30-11:30a 
8 – UM Women 11:30a 
8 – Youth Group 6p 
10 – Trustees 7p 
11 – Board of Ordained Ministry 6-9p 
12 – UM Men 6:45p 
15 – Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
16 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
18 – Bible Study 7p 
23 – Youth Group 6p 
24 – Finance 7p 
25 – Bible Study 7p 
31 – Lent/Easter Planning 7p 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 
1 – Bible Study 7p 
4 – Community Breakfast 8:30-9:30a 
4 – Food Pantry 9:30-11:30a 
6 – Stephen Ministers 7p 
8 – Bible Study 7p 
9 – Warren County One Voice 2-5p 
12 – UM Women 11:30a 
12 – Youth Group 6p 
14 – Church Council 7p 
15 – Bible Study 7p 
16 – UM Men 6:45p 
19 – Forest Manor Service 2:30p 
22 – Bible Study 7p 
26 – Youth Group 6p 
28 – Nominations & Lay Leadership 7p 
3/1 – Ash Wednesday Service  
       – Lent Begins 
 
 

We couldn’t forget our favorite alpacas! 



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-362-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

This is a day of new beginnings, 

time to remember and move on, 

time to believe what love is bringing, 

laying to rest the pain that's gone. 

For by the life and death of Jesus, 

love's mighty Spirit, now as then, 

can make for us a world of difference, 

as faith and hope are born again. 

Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, 

step from the past and leave behind 

our disappointment, guilt and grieving, 

seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

Christ is alive, and goes before us 

to show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings -- 

our God is making all things new. 

This Is a Day of New Beginnings 


