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Upcoming Events 
 Multiply Bible Study Wednes-

day evenings 

 Organic Outreach Thursday 
mornings 

 Writing your Spiritual Autobi-
ography 

 Back to Church Picnic Septem-
ber 10 

 IGNITE Youth Conference Sep 
29 - Oct 1 

 Church Conference Oct 7 

 Chicken BBQ Oct 14 

 UMW Yard Sale Sept 16 

Methodists Unite in Response to Harvey 

When the righteous cry out, the Lord listens; he delivers them from all their trou-
bles. -Psalm 34:17 

Harvey, the first Category 4 hurricane to hit the U.S. since 2004, made landfall 
on Friday, August 25 and has devastated the Texas and Louisiana gulf coast with 
torrential rains and flooding. Like you, my heart breaks when I think of the 
many families and individuals whose lives have been turned upside down by 
this catastrophic storm. Wen-Ling and I have a very personal connection to the 
Houston area, as that is where her mother and sister live with their family. 
Thankfully, they have weathered the storm well, but countless others have not. 

Many of you want to know what you can do to help the people that have been 
impacted begin to rebuild their lives. While you may not be able to go down 
and join the rescue and recovery efforts, the United Methodist Church has 
many opportunities to support the resources already being deployed to the 
Texas, Rio Texas, Central Texas and Louisiana Annual Conferences. Here are 
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some ways that you and your family can help make a 
difference:  

1. Pray for all those whose lives are be-
ing impacted by this hurricane and 
tropical storm. 

2. Donate to UMCOR, the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief, who is al-
ready on the ground coordinating with 
disaster responders in the Texas, Rio 
Texas, Central Texas and Louisiana An-
nual Conferences. You can also donate 
to the church directly, and we will en-
sure your money gets to UMCOR. 

3. Make relief kits for UMCOR. These 
cleaning and hygiene kits (sometimes 
called flood buckets) provide pre-
packed necessities ready for distribution in needed 
areas. You can drop off completed kits at the Skylands 
Outreach Depot, and they will forward to UMCOR 
Hubs for distribution.  

4. Volunteer. Our Disaster Response Coordinators are 
meeting with representatives from the affected area 
and UMCOR to create plans to deploy volunteers. It is 
important to wait for coordination to deploy so that 

resources and volunteers are focused 
where they can have the greatest impact.  

5. Assemble relief kits at the Skylands 
Outreach Depot in Andover - contact 
them to find out dates. 

6. Drive assembled kits from Skylands 
Outreach Depot to Mission Central in Me-
chanicsburg, PA 

When we work together in the name of 
Jesus Christ, the millions of United Meth-
odists around the world can make a huge 
difference in the lives of people. May God 
lead you to the response that is right for 
you and your family. 

In Christ,  

Pastor Dave 

(Continued from page 1) 

Calling all youth in grades 6-12: How does 

a weekend of life-changing worship, 

games, food, and fabulous music in Wild-

wood, NJ with over 1,000 people your age 

sound?  If you think that sounds like an 

awesome time, then we want to invite you 

to join us for IGNITE 2017: Fired UP from 

Sept 29 - Oct 1! Speakers and performers 

include Meredith Andrews, Reggie Dabbs, 

Tedashii, Leanor Ortega Till, DJ Vow, and 

Preston Centuolo. Visit Ignitenj.org to 

learn more, or contact Pastor Dave. 

Welcome Barry Mueller! 
 

There’s a new face at our 

church!  In June, Barry 

Mueller joined our 

church’s staff as our sex-

ton. Barry has lived in 

Blairstown for 5 years, 

after living in Washington 

(NJ) all his life. He has been 

married to his wife, Ruth 

Ann, for 46 years, and has 

3 grown daughters and 8 

grandchildren. 

Barry has an antique printing shop with letterpress printing equipment 

that he enjoys as a hobby/small business. In addition, he enjoys cook-

ing, gardening, and general lawn and house maintenance. He is a life-

long Methodist and is pleased to serve the Blairstown church as sexton.  

Barry is an early riser, and will be working at our church two mornings a 

week to help keep our building clean and ready to welcome our many 

visitors.  If you see an area that needs addressing, please leave a note in 

Barry’s mailbox in the church office, and be sure to say “hi” when you 

see him at our church. 



Fall Christian Education Opportunities 
“Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the 

way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:2 

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? What 
does it look like to live as a Christian connected to 
Christ’s Church? How can I better understand the mes-
sage of the Old and New Testaments?  If these are ques-
tions that you’ve ever wondered about, then we invite 
you to join us for a new Bible Study adventure Wednes-
day nights at 7:00. 

Multiply is a simple, practical, biblical, helpful, and per-
sonal study to help you understand what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ and live as the church. In addi-
tion you will learn about Scripture, how it gives meaning 
to our existence, our daily lives, and to every other story 
on earth; and about Jesus Christ, and the significance he 
has for humanity and the entire world. 

This study will be divided into three parts beginning on 
September 13 and runing through June 6, with breaks for 
Advent and Lent. Material is available online or in print.  
To reserve a print copy of the book, please contact Pas-
tor Dave by Sunday, September 10. We look forward to 
sharing this journey with you! 

Our Thursday Morning Study group will re-convene with a 
study of Kevin Harney’s book, “Organic Outreach for Ordi-
nary People.” Organic Outreach will help you shape a per-
sonal approach to passing on the good news of Jesus in 
natural ways through a collection of biblical practices that 
you can incorporate into your life starting today.  In this 
study, you will discover that sharing the good news of Je-
sus can be as natural as talking about your favorite sports 
team or telling a friend about a wonderful new restau-
rant.  On the golf course… over coffee… taking a walk… 
anywhere and everywhere.  Tell the life-changing story of 
Jesus and communicate God's love and the message of 
salvation. 

To reserve a copy of the book or find out more, contact 
Pastor Carla Costantino at hopestjohnsumc@gmail.com 
or 908-459-5759. 

The Story of Your Life: Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography 

Have you ever reflected on the story of God’s grace at work in your lives? 
Most of us probably haven’t, but you would be amazed at how much deeper 
your understanding of God and God’s grace can go when you do!  

This October through May, Ann Freeman Price will offer a monthly workshop 
to lead participants in writing their spiritual autobiographies. In doing so, you 
will not only gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for the ways that 
God has been present in your life, but you will also create a document that enables you to share your story with oth-
ers, which will help them understand more about you, and consider the ways that God is working in their lives. 

Ann has over a decade of experience in leading similar groups, and this is a wonderful opportunity that she is offer-
ing to our church. Space is limited. To register or get more information, contact Ann at annfreemanprice@gmail.com 
or 973-383-5015. 



Summer Mission Trip to Red Bird, Kentucky 
 

This past July, 8 members of the Blairstown, Wal-
nut Valley, and Drakestown United Methodist 
Churches traveled to Beverly Kentucky to join the 
141-member Northeast Brigade at the UMC’s 
Red Bird Mission. During our time there, we pro-
vided $57,810 in supplies and 4,512 hours of la-
bor to complete 12 projects for the area resi-
dents and mission! These projects ranged any-
where from roof and porch replacement, and 
floor repair, to plumbing projects and bathroom 
repair.  

In the process, we encountered copperheads and 
rattlesnakes, legions of cockroaches, and narrow 
windy roads with no guardrails; endured 95 de-
gree heat and 90% humidity, AND no cell phone 
service <gasp!>; but we also met many wonder-
ful people, made new friends, and learned the 
power of serving one another in the name of Je-
sus Christ. 

Everyone had a wonderful time, and most can’t 
wait to go again in 2018!  If you would like to join 
us, make sure to mark off July 14-21 on your cal-
endars! 



Wondering what all that noise was coming from the 
church in August? Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible 
School came to Blairstown from August 14-18, and 58 
children came to have an amazing fun-filled time 
learning all the ways that God made them and creat-
ed them for a purpose. 

Our gratitude goes out to the 30+ volunteers that 
gave their time to teach, guide, and share God's love 
with all the children that came to be here, the parents 
and guardians that brought their kids to and from our 
church, the many people who donated supplies and 
helped prepare the church for this week, and to Dan-

ielle Miller who courageously 
said, “Here I Am” when we need-
ed someone to coordinate the 
event.  Thanks to all of you, God’s 
word and love have been shared 
with a new generation, and many 
families have been introduced to 
our ministry.  

We look forward to all that God has to share through next year’s VBS on August 13-17! 



Food Pantry Ministry 

Our food pantry is reaching out to our community and 

making a difference in people's lives.  The week of August 

14th, we had three emergency calls from families who 

were in need of food, and we were very blessed to be 

able to supply food to each of these families. 

The last three months we 

served the following clients: 

 June 22 

 July 29 

 August 26 

Our ability to serve everyone 

that comes to us is due 

largely to the generosity of 

area organizations and businesses: Cub Scouts donated 

Trail Mix, bags of popcorn, and popcorn to our pantry; 

Acme is donating frozen meat to all four pantries in our 

area each week; Panera Bread in Mount Olive donates 

bins of bread every month; and local farmers share their 

harvest, so our patrons have fresh produce. These dona-

tions are a blessing to all the pantries and especially to 

our clients. 

We are currently in need of canned vegetables, cream 

corn, sliced or whole potatoes, and spinach.  Please con-

sider adding these items to your grocery list the next time 

you’re shopping, so we can keep our shelves filled and 

ready to meet the needs of 

our community’s residents. 

The food pantry would like 

to thank everyone who is a 

part of this mission work: 

people who donate food, 

workers on Saturday morn-

ings, and those who go to 

pick-up food at Norwescap 

and Acme, and drive to Randolph to receive bread and 

pastries from Panera's and Food Alliance for fresh fruits 

and vegetables  from our local farmers. 

If you would like to be a part of this important and vital 

ministry, or need food to feed your family, contact Claire 

Smith 

Congratulations to our  

2018 Scholarship Recipients! 
In June, the United Methodist Women and United Meth-

odist Men each awarded $250 scholarships to our faith 

community’s graduating seniors: Rachel Kim, Jack Tironi, 

and Sofia Hinchman. We wish each of these young adults 

all of God’s blessings as they begin their college studies 

and their adult lives. 

These scholarships 

are possible thanks 

to your generosity 

and support of these 

two organization’s 

fundraising efforts. 

We thank you all for 

your generosity, and 

look forward to sup-

porting our future 

graduates! 

Mark Your Calendars 
Annual Church Conference  

Saturday, October 7 
2:15 - 5:00  

Wharton United Community Church  
20 Church St, Wharton, NJ 

 

As in past years, this will 

be a “cluster confer-

ence” with 11 other area 

churches. In addition to 

our church’s business 

meeting, there will be a 

time of worship and 

workshops to learn more 

about ways we can en-

gage in our ministry. All 

are welcome to attend - 

we hope to see you 

there! 

(Leadership reports are 

due by Sept 25) 



Finance Matters 

We are blessed to be part of a church that has planned, 

actively provides, and supports a nurturing Christian en-

vironment to our congregation, our community, our mis-

sions and more.    To fund this, our church has budgeted 

and is counting on non-designated congregational offer-

ings of $94,000 for 2017. Through the end of July, our 

non-designated offerings total approximately $51,000 or 

about 6 % short of our end of July budget number of 

$54,125. We realize that many of you may have been 

away for the summer, and have fallen behind in your 

offerings. As the year goes forward it is hoped that each 

person in our congregational family can give a little more 

in order that by year end our planned budget is met, and 

we can continue to offer the ministries that are making a 

difference in your lives and the life of our community. 

As a reminder, you now have the option to give to our 

ministry online using your credit or debit card. This is a 

quick and easy way to financially support our ministry 

from anywhere you have access to the internet. In addi-

tion, you can set up an automatic weekly or monthly do-

nation, so you never have to worry about forgetting your 

envelope on Sunday mornings, or falling behind while 

you’re away. Visit firstumcblairstown.com to learn more. 

If you have any questions about our church’s finances, 

would like to make a bequest to our ministry, or have 

ideas on ways that we can raise the funds needed to sup-

port our church, please reach out to our Finance Chair, 

Bob McNinch. 

Trustees Update 
Maintaining our ministry is a sacred trust 

The trustees are hard at work doing our best to keep your 
church well maintained and up to date, so God can use us 
and our building to reach people with his love. The hole in 
the parking lot turned out to be exactly that a hole. No 
water leak or massive sinkhole, so lets all praise Jesus for 
that!  
We would like to thank all the people who have stepped 
forward to support the needs of our ministry recently: 
our window project was completed in the food pantry 
wing and youth room; a new TV and Bluray DVD player 
were donated for the sitting/study room; a new iPad was 
donated for use by Pastor Dave; and new banisters and 
railings were installed on the altar. Thank you to every-
one who generously donated towards these items! 

This fall, we will be starting to remove the underground 
oil tank soon and replacing it with an above ground tank. 
This project will be completed by JK Services and will cost 
the church $7,150. Also we have been getting quotes to 
replace the church’s roof, which may be over 30 years 
old. We are praying that God will give us another few 
years, as estimates for its replacement are around 
$40,000. 
Thankfully, we have been able to set aside $6,000 a year 
from our trust fund to pay for some of these projects, but 
clearly we will need additional money to fully pay for 
them. The Trustees will be coming up with a fundraising 
effort. This is in the beginning stage, so please keep this in 
prayer. If you are interested in making a donation to our 
building fund to help offset these or other future expens-
es, please mark “building fund” on your check, or donate 
via our website. 
Lastly, if you see anything that needs repair, or would like 
to help with the church maintenance, please contact Bill 
Willix. 



Our church’s United Methodist Women continue to be 
active in their ministry of supporting the women and chil-
dren of our congregation, community, and world. 

The UMW held our yearly yard sale on July 14 & 15 at the 
home of Claire Smith and was a great success.  We will 
be sponsoring a spot at the church as part of the town 
wide yard sale on September 16, from 9 to 5. We will ac-
cept any donations of household, holiday, bedding, chil-
dren’s items, clothing and furniture.  Please save your 
items and contact Eloise or Claire the week of the sale to 
drop off your donations. 

In August, the women held their annual luncheon at the 
Stroudsmoor with 13 ladies enjoying the delicious food 
and great company. In addition, we collected new pencils 
to help fill backpacks at the Skylands Outreach Depot. 
We would like to thank everyone who donated towards 
our pencil collection - we exceeded the amount needed! 

The UMW will be having a bake sale in conjunction with 
the chicken bbq on October 14. We meet on the second 
Sunday of the month after coffee hour and all women 
are welcome to join the fun! 

New Carillon to Be Installed 
Did you know that the church had a carillon? Wait, what’s a carillon anyway? A 
carillon is a church tower that plays hymns. Traditionally, this was done on a se-
ries of 23 or more bells, but more modern systems allow you to play music elec-
tronically. When our church was built, a carillon system was installed that al-
lowed the organist to play bells from the organ, but over time, that system 
stopped working and has remained dormant. 

In September, thanks to the generosity of donors from our congregation, a new 
state of the art carillon system will be installed, which will enable music to play 
from our church tower once again.  The new system is equipped with over 2,000 
songs, and will be programmed to play an assortment of hymns at 12 and 6 p,m, 
each day. In addition, the bells will sound before worship, and at other appropri-
ate services throughout the year. 

We look forward to sharing these sounds with our community and using them to 
remind the residents of God's presence and love in their lives. 

Men's Group is enjoying growth both in numbers and 

friendship. We have been meeting at different homes of 

men who attend the group, which has led to great fellow-

ship around some really good food! We have also en-

gaged in meaningful conversations about what is going 

on in our lives and the world around us. This has been a 

source of great support and encouragement. 

Some up coming events will be a BBQ sponsored by the 

men on kickoff Sunday September 10th, and a Chicken 

BBQ in October that the whole church can take part in. 

The proceeds from the Chicken BBQ will go toward the 

ministry needs of our church.  

If you are a man and want to be connected come out to 

UMM meetings on the third Thursday of the month - you 

will not be disappointed! 



Mark Your Calendar 

September Birthdays/Anniversaries 

2    Nick Occhifinto 

11  Pastor Dave 

14  Barbara Dwiggins 

18  Gary Arvary 

25  Bea Lemoncelli 

26  Arianna Moog 

      Claire Smith 

 

25  Barbara & David Dwiggins 

26 Michelle & Steve Peterson 

 
 

October Birthdays 

18   Joanna Stoner 

19   Leesha Torppey 

20   Fred Cook 

22  Jean Charles 

      David Stoner 

27   Carla Jones 

  

November Birthdays/Anniversaries 

2 Emma DelTurco 
4 Brad Peterson 
6 Jack Tironi 
21 Mark Moyna 
27 Geoffrey Tillisch 
28 Mike Jones 
       Bill Willix 
29 Ali Occhifinto 
 
21   Odessa & Clarence Kise 

   

September 
 

2 - Community Breakfast 8:30a 

 Food Pantry 9:30 - 11:30a 

4 -  Labor Day 

10 - Back to Church Picnic 11:15a 

 UM Women 11:15a 

12 - SPPRC Committee 7p 

13 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

14 -  Organic Outreach Study 10a 

14 - Stephen Ministers 7p 

15 - Pastie Pickup 4-6p 

16 -  UM Women Yard Sale 9-5 

17 - Forest Manor Service 2:30p 

20 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

21 - Organic Outreach Study 10a 

 Men’s Group 7p 

26 - Fall Ministry Planning 7p 

27 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

28 - Organic Outreach Study 10a 

 Stephen Ministers 7p 

 

 

October 

 
4 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

7 - Community Breakfast 8:30a 

 Food Pantry 9:30 - 11:30a 

 Church Conference 2:15p 

8 -  UM Women 11:15a 

10 -  Board of Trustees 7p 

11 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

12 - Stephen Ministers 7p 

14 - Chicken BBQ 4-7p 

15 -  Forest Manor Service 2:30p 

18 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

19 - Men’s Group 7p 

24 -  Finance Team 

25 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

26 - Stephen Ministers 7p 

31 - Happy Halloween! 

 

 

 

 

 

November 

 
1 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

4 - Community Breakfast 8:30a 

 Food Pantry 9:30 - 11:30a 

5 -  Daylight Savings - clocks back! 

8 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

9 - Stephen Ministers 7p 

12 -  UM Women 11:15a 

14 - Church Council 7p 

15 - Multiply Bible Study 7p 

16 - Men’s Group 7p 

19 -  Forest Manor Service 2:30p 

21 - Thanksgiving Service 7p 

28 - Nominations & Ldr Dev 7p 

29 - Advent Bible Study 7p 

Celebrate! 



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-632-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

Chicken Barbecue 
Saturday, October 14 from 4-7 

Save the date - Spread the word 

Invite your friends 

Contact Mike Tironi to find out how you can get in-
volved! Back to Church Sunday 

Celebrate the return of fall  

and the ministries of our church  

with a community picnic  

after church on Sunday, September 10!  

Come and gather with all your brothers and sisters in 

Christ for a wonderful fellowship, and discover what’s 

happening at our church this fall. Bring your favorite sal-

ads, sides, and desserts to share, and be sure to invite 

your friends and neighbors! 


