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What’s Inside 
 Awaiting the Already Advent 

Bible Study Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 

 Community Thanksgiving Din-
ner a Great Success 

 13 New Members Welcomed 

 Ham Dinner in Spring 2018 

 Red Bird Mission registration 
starts in January 

Christmas services/sermon series 
“Coming Soon” 
The flow of the Advent season plays out like a movie: highlights, scenes, sus-
pense, and plot twists, all ending with a cliffhanger that asks us to participate in 
the story. 

Dec 3 - Stay Tuned! Something big is coming - watch and wait! 
Dec 10 - Baptismal Limitations How do our limitations prepare the way for oth-

ers to find their own creative solutions to color the world? 
Dec 17 - John, the Doppelganger   How do our wilderness experiences prepare 

us for Jesus? 
Dec 24 a.m. - The Subjunctive Space Connecting the dots between the God we 

know and have always known, and the God who is guiding our future... 
Dec 24 Candlelight - The Foggy Fringe Life on the outskirts gives us a new per-

spective on Christ and invites us to participate in his ministry. 



2017 is a unique year for Christmas celebrations, as 
Christmas Eve will fall on a Sunday. This means that the 
4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve worship ser-
vices will be celebrated on the same day. To accommo-
date both, we will hold 3 distinct worship services: 
10:00a worship will celebrate the 4th Sunday of Advent 
3:00p worship at Forest Manor will celebrate Christmas 

Eve with our community residents who are unable to 
travel to the church 

8:00p candlelight Christmas Eve service will celebrate the 
birth of Christ with music from our praise team and the 

lighting of the candles as we sing Silent Night. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner  
Great Success 

On November 23, our church hosted a free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner for anyone who wanted to attend.  
The idea was the brainchild of Scott and Danielle Miller.  
Having no family in the area to gather with, Scott and 
Danielle wanted to host a dinner at the church for any-
one else that would be celebrating Thanksgiving on their 
own, or couldn’t afford to host a dinner on their own.  
The Miller’s were joined in hosting by Joe & Barbara Ce-
lentano, Pastors Dave & Wen-Ling, and three volunteers 
from our community. In addition to all the food prepara-
tion and decorating, many people helped by donating 
food and inviting friends to join us for the dinner.  
Over 40 people attended and enjoyed turkey with 
mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, green beans, 
applesauce, salad, rolls, and many delicious desserts. 
There was a wonderful spirit in the area, and everyone 
left with full bellies and full hearts. 
We look forward to hosting next year’s 2nd annual Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner, and hope you will consider 
joining us! If you have ideas for ministries to serve the 
needs of our community, please contact Pastor Dave. 

Each Gospel, in its own way, leads us on the Advent 
journey of preparation for Christ's coming. This Advent, 
join us for a 4-week journey through the four Gospel 
narratives that announce Christ's birth or make way for 
his ministry. Discover what parts of the Christmas story 
come from which Gospel, recognizing an invitation from 
each Gospel writer to prepare for a fresh experience of 
Christ in the past and the future. Wednesdays at 7p & 
Thursdays at 10a from November 29 - December 21. 
Contact Pastor Dave or Jean Charles for more 
information. 

Welcome New Members 
 
In October and November, our church was blessed to 
welcome 13 new members to our faith community!  
They include Gene & Tina Taylor, Danielle & Scott Mil-
ler, Jen & John Nause, Nick & Alison Occhifinto, Matt & 
Brittany Celentano, Rene Drake, Adrienne Bates, and 
Yvonne Brodt. We hope you will be sure to welcome 
these people to our faith community, and take the time 
to introduce yourself and get to know them.  
If you have been attending our worship services for a 
while and would like to know how you can make a com-
mitment to Jesus Christ through the ministries of our 
church, please be sure to reach out to Pastor Dave. 
 
 



This past November, our church gathered with the First 
Presbyterian Church of Blairstown for a special Thanks-
giving service.  During his sermon, Pastor Dave encour-
aged all of us to develop our spiritual discipline of grati-
tude by focusing on the things 
that are going right and express-
ing our thanksgiving in the form 
of Thank You Cards. 
“If we’re ever to change the 
world, we need to change the 
narrative in our heads. If you are 
constantly focusing on what you 
don’t have or what isn’t being 
done, then you are creating a 
narrative that nothing is going 
right, and you never have enough. And like all thought 
processes, this can be habit forming. Instead, we need to 
engage in the spiritual discipline of gratitude; of being 
thankful for what we do have and what is going right in 
our world.” 

To get us started, each person received a Thank You card 
in their bulletins to send out to someone that we wanted 
to thank. Pastor Dave then challenged everyone to send 
out one hand written expression of gratitude over the 

next year.  
“It could be your neighbor, your 
friend, the clerk at Dale’s, the 
person that picks up the trash 
every week, the waitress that 
keeps your coffee cup filled, the 
sexton that cleans the bathrooms 
at church, your child’s teacher, 
the postal carrier that brings your 
mail when it’s snowing, the 
doctor that cares for your family, 

the firefighter that responded to the false alarm at 3 in 
the morning, the first aid volunteer that cared for your 
friend, the police officer that responded to a drug 
overdose...” 
Who will you thank next? It could surely brighten their 
day! 

Wedding Celebration! 
On Sunday, November 26, our congregation celebrated a 
very special worship service in which Gene Taylor and Tina 
Rosenkrans were joined in Christian Marriage. What made 
this service unique is that the wedding took place as part of 
the regular worship service rather than a separate service 
just for the wedding. Tina & Gene wanted their church fami-
ly to be present for their wedding, and what better way to 
do this than to have the wedding during the worship ser-
vice! 
Sunday worship service weddings used to be much more 
the norm, but have fallen out of vogue in the last 50 years 
as weddings have become more elaborate and more fo-
cused on the bride and groom. Most American clergy have 

never officiated at a 
wedding during a regu-
lar worship service, but 
in Eastern Europe, they 
are still the norm. A 
cake reception was held 
following the worship 
service. We wish Tina & 
Gene all the best, and 
look forward to contin-
uing to journey in faith 
with them. 

Sharing Gratitude – Changing the World 

Welcome Baby Madelynne! 
On November 17, our church family grew by 1 with 
the addition of a beautiful new baby girl! Madelynne 
Marie was born to Brittany and Matt Celentano, and 
we are happy to report that mother and baby are do-
ing well.   
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 



Our food pantry is reaching out to our community and 

making a difference in people's lives.  The last three 

months we served the following clients: 

 Sept 27 

 Oct  27 

 Nov 37 

Our ability to serve everyone that comes to us is due 
largely to the generosity of area organizations and busi-
nesses: Blair Women’s Club donated $300 and a shopping 
bag full of toothbrushes and toothpaste; Shop Rite gave 
10 pans of frozen ziti; The Catherine Dickson Library held 
a food drive and gathered many bags of food; Girl Scout 
Troop #95665 donated 10 birthday bags containing eve-
rything a family would need to give their child a happy 
birthday party. These donations are a blessing to all our 
clients. 

The months of October and November have been very 

busy for our Food Pantry.  The Boy Scouts of Troop 140 

collected food at the Acme for 14 nights, totaling 44 

shopping carts full of food and donations of $1,474.00! 

This is the largest amount of food and money ever col-

lected.  Thanksgiving baskets were given out to the com-

munity with aa total of 95 baskets through all the com-

munity food pantries.  The baskets had everything need-

ed to make a dinner with fresh vegetables, turkey and 

even a pie.  Our church made and gave out 24 baskets 

with the help of many volunteers.  Thank you all for the 

work at the pantry which included putting food away 

twice a week, a trip to Norwescap for 24 frozen turkeys, 

picking up 96 pies from Shop Rite in Hackettstown, and 

filling and taping the baskets for Thanksgiving, also, work-

ing Saturday giving out the baskets, and many more tasks  

not listed here! If you would like to be a part of this im-

portant and vital ministry, or need food to feed your fam-

ily, contact Claire Smith 

Ash Wednesday 
 
Lent arrives early in 2018, starting with Ash Wednesday 
on February 14. No, this is no joke (that comes when 
Easter is celebrated on April Fools’ Day), we will be cele-
brating a day of atonement on the feast day of St. Valen-
tine. Worship services will be held at 12:00 and 7.  

Multiply Study Update 
Our Multiply study got off to a great start this fall with 11 
people joining us for our 24-week study. During our first 
10 weeks together, we looked at what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, what the function of the church is 
in our lives and in our world, and how we should ap-
proach our study of God’s Word. 
The study will be taking a break for the holidays to make 
way for our Advent study. We look forward to resuming 
on Wednesday, January 3 at 7:00, when we will begin to 
dive into the Hebrew Testament. 
Multiply is a simple, practical, biblical, and personal 
study to help you understand what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ and live as the church. Through rele-
vant readings and engaging conversations, you will learn 
about Scripture, how it gives meaning to our existence, 
our daily lives, and to every other story on earth; and 
about Jesus Christ, and the significance he has for hu-
manity and the entire world. If you would like to be noti-
fied about upcoming Multiply studies, contact Pastor 
Dave. 



Ham Dinner 
Mark your calendars - the ham dinner is back!  

  
On April 14 we will host our first Spring Ham 
Dinner in many years.  If you would like to 
volunteer or share your ideas, please contact 
Mike Tironi. 

 
 
Our Sunday School ministry continues to grow as 
new members come into our community. Now that 
many of our students have entered high school, a 
need has arisen for a separate curriculum that ad-
dresses their growing and expanding minds. There-
fore, beginning in 2018, we will offer two Sunday 
school classes: one for preschool and elementary 
school children, and one for middle and high school 
youth.   
If you would like to learn more about our Sunday 
school program, or volunteer to share the word of 
God with our youngest disciples, please contact Sun-
day School director, Debbie Stiefel. 

Small Groups Path to Growth 
 
Have you ever considered being a part of one of our church’s small groups?  We have many to choose from: 
Wednesday and Thursday Bible Studies, Praise Team, United Methodist Men & Women, etc. These groups of 
8-12 people are wonderful places to connect more deeply with your fellow church members, and grow in 
your faith. In his book, Community 101, Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian writes: 
“It is in small groups that people can get close enough to know each other, to care and share, to challenge 
and support, to confide and confess, to forgive and be forgiven, to laugh and weep together, to be accounta-
ble to each other, to watch over each other and to grow together. Personal growth does not happen in isola-
tion. It is the result of interactive relationships. Small groups are God's gift to foster changes in character and 
spiritual growth.” 
As you set your goals for 2018, consider joining one of our faith community’s small groups, or starting one of 
your own!  Contact Pastor Dave for more information on how to get a group going. 



The UM Women meet on the second Sunday of the 
month after coffee hour. All women are welcome to join 
the fun! 
Our quarterly Pastie (meat pie) sale will take place on De-
cember 8, with pick up from 4-6pm.  The cost is $5.50 
each and they are available with or without onions.  The 

deadline for ordering is December 3 and you can sign up 
on the sheet in the fellowship hall.   
The group continues to be active in missions caring for 
women and children in our community and across the 
country.  For example, we donated 50 hand towels to the 
Skylands District for disaster relief,  donated $25 to the 
Heart and Sole heart walk, and we sent care packages to 
13 college students from our congregation filled to the 
rim with goodies! Recently, Karen San Filippo led a group 
in making angels for the sanctuary Christmas tree.  
The women are continuing our prayer blanket distribu-
tion, and also organized the bake sale for the chicken 
BBQ in October. We are currently organizing and col-
lecting gifts for seniors/vets for Christmas. The gifts 
should be unwrapped and returned with the tag by De-
cember 10.  In January, we will be hosting coffee hour in 
January.  We will be celebrating the holidays with a 
luncheon on December 29 at the Mongolian Grill.  If any-
one would like to join us, please contact Eloise Raymond. 

J.O.Y. Ministry 
 
Our J.O.Y. Ministry team will be purchasing gifts for fami-
lies through the Warren County Child Protection and Per-
manency (formerly DYFS) using the donations from our joy-
ful noise cans. The J.O.Y. Team members are grateful for 
everyone’s support, and look forward to sharing the 
church’s generosity with our neighbors in need of a smile 
during the Christmas season. 

Red Bird Mission Trip July 14-21 
Our 2nd annual Red Bird Mission Trip will take place from July 14-21, 2018. Located in Beverly, KY, the Red Bird Mis-

sion serves four of the ten poorest counties in the United 
States with ministries of mercy and compassion including: 
healthcare and dental services, pre-K through high school 
education, fire department, thrift store, potable drinking wa-
ter, and low to no-cost housing repair. During our week 
there, we will join with over 100 people from churches in the 
greater New Jersey area to work on repair projects at peo-
ple’s homes.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to experience the joy and 
satisfaction of bearing the love of Christ to the most vulnera-
ble people in our nation. Not only will you make a difference 
in their lives, but they will make a difference in yours!  The 
total cost of the trip is expected to be $410 per person. Last 
year, half of that amount was donated by people looking to 
support our missionary efforts.  
If you would like to be a part of this year’s trip, please con-
tact Pastor Dave.  A $205 deposit will be needed by March 1 
to reserve your spot. 



Our church’s finance team continues to faithfully oversee 
the monetary resources of our church, and ensure that 
we have the funds necessary to pursue the ministry that 
God has put before us. 
 

2017 OFFERING UPDATE 
Our Fall Newsletter noted a shortfall as compared to our 
budget and indicated a hope that each of us could give a 
little more in order that we could meet our end of year 
planned budget. The good news is that through the end 
of October, we have gained some ground on our 
shortfall. As of October 31, we have received non-
designated offerings of approx. $72,500 versus our end of 
October budget number of $76,250. Our target for the 
end of the year is $93.500. We are prayerful that each of 
us can continue to offer a little more in order that by year 
end we meet our budget numbers. 
 

2018 BUDGET 
 
A balanced 2018 budget has been prepared by the Fi-
nance Team and approved by Church Council at our No-
vember meeting. Our total budget for 2018 is $158,000. 
This decrease of 5% from 2017 reflects the fact that the 
Drakestown UMC (where Pastor Dave’s wife is serving) is 
contributing approximately $9,000 for parsonage 
expenses and the pastor’s health insurance. 
  

2018 OFFERINGS 
Although our budget for 2018 is balanced, it would not 
be without the Drakestown UMC contribution. For our 
church to be self sustaining and best prepared for any 
future pastoral appointment changes that would elimi-
nate Drakestown’s contribution, we need to increase our 
“offering “ income by approximately $7,000 to $94,000. 
Please prayerfully consider ways that you can help us to 
achieve this goal, and keep our ministry thriving. 

2018 PLEDGES 
 
In November, each of you received a letter from the 
church inviting you to pledge your support to our minis-
try in 2018. In addition to our operating expenses, we 
also invited you to pledge your support to our 20/20 Vi-
sion, which seeks to raise $75,000 over the next three 
years to pay for the replacement of our roof, and remod-
el our bathrooms to make them handicap accessible.   
Through November 26, you have pledged $35,824 in 
pledges for 2018 and $5,380 to the 20/20 vision. If you 
have not already done so, please prayerfully consider 
how God is calling you to financially support our ministry 
in 2018, and return an Estimate of Giving form to the 
church office.  Your pledges go a long way in helping us to 
plan our ministry throughout the year.   
  

Ministry Finance Update 



Ministry Fundraisers 
The church held a number of successful fundraisers this 
past year, thanks to the help of the congregation and the 
community, and we are planning more for 2018.  In 2017, 
we raised about $3,500 from the following events: 
Gertrude Hawk chocolates for the holidays, Mother’s Day 
plant sale, Chicken BBQ and bake sale, Frank’s Pizza, and 
our upcoming Lunch with Santa 
For 2018, we are looking to continue the events that 
have been successful for us, and are considering some 
new ideas including a Spring Ham dinner, Breakfast or 
lunch with the Easter Bunny, Fall Mum Sale, and Super 
Bowl sandwich and/or soup/chili sale. 
If have any ideas or suggestions with regards to these 
events, or have other thoughts about ways that we can 
connect with our community and raise funds for our min-
istry and missions, please see Carla Jones, Michelle 
Peterson, or Joan McNinch. 

Frank’s Pizza Fundraiser 
Monday, January 8 

Come enjoy lunch or dinner with your family and 
friends, and encourage your neighbors to .  

Frank’s will be generously donating 10% of all 
sales that day to the church. 

Frank’s is located at the Acme Shopping Center in 
Blairstown 

 

Lunch with Santa 

Join us for a Christmas treat 

with good food, great com-

pany, holiday music, and a 

visit from the jolly man him-

self to hear the children’s 

Christmas wishes.  

December 9 at 11:30 am 

$5.00 per person 

Includes hot dog, chips, drinks and desert 

For reservations, please call Michelle at  

908-362-6703 

Thank you to everyone who supported this fall’s United Meth-

odist Men’s Pie Sale. We raised $150, which will go towards 

our High School Graduate Scholarships and other Men’s 

Group ministries. 

The Men’s Group meets on the third Thursday of each month 

to support each other’s walks of faith, and enjoy a time of fel-

lowship and food.   

If you would like to learn more about the United Methodist 

Men, please feel free to join us at one of our gatherings, or 

contact Bill WIllix 

http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/holidays/christmas/santa3.gif


Mark Your Calendar 

December Birthdays 

4    Barbara Celentano 

13  Dillon Torppey 

15  Charles Raymond 

21  Odessa R. Kise 

25  Mary Burham 

      Carol Cook 

28  James Chambarry 

 

 
 

January Birthdays 

4     Mike Cestari 

6     Samantha Jones 

7     Joe Celentano 

       Shawn Torppey 

       Holly Moyna 

10   Clarence E. Kise 

17   Steven Peterson 

23   Faith Torppey 

       Zachary Torppey 

24   Marie Raymond 

29   Joanne Oleszek  

February Birthdays/Anniversaries 

7 Mark W. Moyna 

       Sean Koonz 

9 Susan Sawyer 

       Amy Del Turco 

17   Charles Anderson 

23   Pat Tironi 

24   Karley Moog 

 

13 Elizabeth & Lester Shotwell 

20  Leesha & Shawn Torppey 

   

December 

 
2 - Food Pantry & Community Breakfast 
 8:30-11:30 
3 - Hanging of the Greens Worship 
5 - Staff Parish 7p 
6 - Advent Study 7p 
7 - Advent Study 10a 
10 - UM Women 11:30a 
13 - Advent Study 7p 
14 - Advent Study 10a 
 Stephen Ministers 7p 
17 - Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
20 - Advent Study 7p 
21 - Advent Study 10a 
 Men’s Group 7p 
24 - Sunday Worship 10a 
 Forest Manor 3p 
 Candlelight Christmas Eve 8p 
25 - Merry Christmas! 
31 - Worship w/ Carol Sing 10a 

 

 

 

January 
 

1 - Happy New Year! 
3 - Multiply Study 7p 
6 - Food Pantry & Community Breakfast 
 8:30 - 11:30a 
9 - Trustees 7p 
10 - Multiply Study 7p 
11 - Stephen Ministers 7p 
14 - UM Women 11:30a 
17 - Multiply Study 7p 
18 - Men’s Group 7p 
20 - Mom’s Group Blood Drive 8-2 
 Foundational Learning Day (offsite) 
21 - Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
23 - Finance Committee 7p 
24 - Multiply Study 7p 
25 - Stephen Ministers 7p 
31 - Multiply Study 7p 

 

 

 

 

February 

 
3- Food Pantry & Community Breakfast 
 8:30-11:30a 
6 - Church Council 7p 
7 - Multiply Study 7p 
8 - Stephen Ministers 7p 
11 - UM Women 11:30a 
14 - Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins 
15 - Men’s Group 7p 
18 - Forest Manor Worship 2:30p 
20 - Nominations 7p 
 Newsletter Submissions Due 
21 - Lent Study 7p 
22 - Stephen Ministers 7p 
28 - Lent Study 7p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrate! 



10 Stillwater Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

908-632-6693  

Stay in touch: 

info@firstumcblairstown.com 

www.firstumcblairstown.com   

Facebook.com/FUMCBlairstown 

 

Christmas Eve  

Worship Schedule 

 

10:00 a.m. - celebrate the  
4th Sunday of Advent 

 
3:00p Christmas Eve  

at Forest Manor 
 

8:00p Candlelight  
Christmas Eve service  


